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The first lite insurance policy 
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Fund. The Indenture issued on the 
life of Francis Alison in 1761 is the 
first of record with the Fund. The 
Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund today 
has almost twenty-three thousand 
policies on the lives of ministers, 
their wives and theological students 
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organization of Protestant 
clergymen in the world to- 
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displayed in the Fund by 
ministers, their wives and 
Theological students of all 
Protestant Denominations. 


For any information about 
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Daily Vacation Bible School is a crying 
need throughout America. Get the whole 
story from this Prospectus; what DVBS 
does, organization plan, cost, equipment, 
courses, teacher staff and training. This 
free Prospectus includes samples of Stand- 
ard’s True-to-the-Bible lessons for each 
grade, Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, In- 
termediate, and describes Standard’s sup- 
plemental material. Get ready NOW for 
the vital task of bringing Christian instruc- 
tion to children this summer. Write today. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


Hae Wk ial ot 


; ee 


g oe 
AZ were drawn fo 
ur church by the music 
T the carillon. ..... 


pometime ago,” writes the Rev. Charles Ray Goff, 
astor of the famed Chicago Temple, the world’s 
lest church, “we decided to try to ascertain just 

y the church is always filled to overflowing 
ery Sunday. A questionnaire was submitted to 
e congregation, containing twelve possible expla- 
ations of what brought them to church. 

The results of this pole showed that the Deagan 
arillon in the tower is the most compelling force, 
r 24% of the people came to church as a result 

hearing the music of the bells. Suggestions of 
ends caused 23% of the attendance, while 7% 
me as a result of our national reputation.” 
Need we say more to pastors who seek to extend 
e influence of their ministry? The power of a 
eagan Carillon lies in the fact that it carries the 
essage of the church, through the medium of 
savenly music, to all the community. Its appeal is 
e honest appeal of living music created by genuine 
bular bells—stately, majestic, sincere and true. 
No memorial is more appropriate or inspiring. 
nd for interesting information. 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 


11 Deagan Building, 1770 Berteau Ave., Chicago 13 
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Durely business 


After more than fourteen years @ 
continuous subscription to your fin 
magazine, during which time I en 
joyed it much and found it almos 
indispensable, the time has come wher 
I feel I must discontinue taking tt 
for I am no longer in pastoral work 


The Ewpositor through the year 
has been a tried and true friend in mj 
pastorates. I want to thank you f 
the inspiration it has afforded me, fa 
the wealth of ideas it has provides 
and for the innumerable helps it ha 
given me through the years I haa 
enjoyed reading it. . 
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I shall be happy to recommend i 
to others wherever the opportunity 
affords, as I have done in the past.— 


Yours in His service, 
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CARILLONIC BELLS 


Would you like to reach right into every 
home in your community? Modern electron- 
ics can do it through Schulmerich Carillonic 
Bells! In tones of surpassing beauty your 
church’s message can radiate from the church 
tower over an area of miles. Every ear will 
hear — spirits will lift — faith and hope be 
rekindled. Thoughts and hearts will turn 
daily to the church — your church. 


Carillonic Bells are a development of Schul- 
merich — electronic engineers for the church, 
exclusively. They’re modest in cost, compact, 
yet more flexible and far sweeter in tone than 
any other bells or chimes made. No elaborate 
structural alterations are needed for installa- 
tion. Constant satisfaction is guaranteed, of 
course. 


Write to Schulmerich 
today for detailed infor- 
mation contained in the 
brochure “‘The Sweetest 
Music Ever Tolled.” 
Address Dept. E-8. — 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS « ACOUSTIC 
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Add Beauty to 


Church Services 
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touch of friendliness and hominess to church 
services. It arouses a spirit of oneness that 
touches every member of the congregation. 


Candlelight Services especially, have a uni- 
fying effect because through these services 
the entire congregation has an opportunity 
to participate. With Emkay Candlelight 
Service sets, it is easy to plan and conduct 
these services. There are candle sizes for the 
pastor, ushers and the congregation. 


Write for complete information 


and prices, Address Dept. E. 


EMKAY CANDLES 


Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


A Division of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
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Che Laster Parade 


ALVIN E. MAGARY 


N Easter Sunday morning the world will 
ff go to church. The preacher who has 

looked wistfully out on empty pews for 
even months will have a congregation to 
um his heart. There will be flowers and 
sic and fine clothes. The preacher will 
ake a special effort. Perhaps he will quote 
ich poetry. Perhaps he will draw lessons 
9m. the springtime and the lilies of the field. 
thaps he will labor through a somewhat in- 
aclusive argument on immortality. Tens of 
ousands of people, who have not darkened 
e door of a church in a twelve-month will 
there. The question is, Why? 
On Easter Sunday morning the news pho- 
otaphers will be patrolling Fifth Avenue. 
5 and down the avenue the worshippers will 
ilk, on the way to and from their Easter 
votions. This will be the day for the silk 
t to make its annual daytime appearance. 
the rest of the year it will be a child of 
rkness. Here will be the latest styles in 
lies’ wear. There will be hats like inverted 
cream cones, hats like old-fashioned coffee 
ts, shoes that were originally designed for 
ynks and Roman senators, clothes fearfully 
d wonderfully made. And the photographers 
Il crowd around women who, to be fitly 
‘ayed to worship God, have spent enough on 
single garment to support a family for a 
ar. On Easter Day they will arise from 
imber and go to church. The question is, 
hy? 
One may be cynical about it. He may scoff 
the lady with two thousand dollars on her 
ck, kneeling in a place dedicated to a man 
10 never owned ten dollars worth of clothes 
his life and who said of himself that he 
is poorer than a fox. He may call it an 
holy sham. If so, he will be wrong. 
“What went ye out for to see?” asked 
sus of the men and women who had thronged 
> riverside when John, the Baptist, was 
eaching. “Did you go to see a reed shaken 
the wind?” A wavering time-server, shap- 
x his convictions to the popular currents, like 
yote-hunting politician? No, you must have 
own this man too well for that. “Did you 


rooklyn, N.Y. 
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go to see a man clothed in fine raiment ?’’ No, 
if they had wanted that, they would have gone 
to the palace of Herod and stood outside to see 
the rich aristocrats go in and out. “Did ye 
go out to see a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, 
and more than a prophet. For this is he of 
whom it is written, Behold I send my mes- 
SiS eot as Galion 

The cynic is partly right, no doubt. There 
is much of prideful sham in the annual out- 
pouring to the church of the lowly Christ; but 
the real reason for it lies deep in the very 
heart of humanity. The sham may be there; 
but the reality is there. That is why, through 
all the vicissitudes of history, for nearly twenty 
centuries, the Easter Day has been observed. 
The motive is more noble than pride, more 
robust than sentiment. However overlaid with 
ostentation, there is in the hearts of men and 
women a hunger. for the prophetic word. 
There is a spark of the spirit that will not be 
quenched, a longing for the assurance of 
eternal life. However fine the raiment, how- 
ever we may think we have need of nothing, we 
know that we are, in the words of Revelation, 
“wretched and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked.’ With all our insincerity, our 
worldliness and unbelief, we can never forget 
that we are needy, and deep in our hearts the 
cry of the publican is echoing, ‘Lord be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.’ That is the real reason 
why tens of thousands of men and women will 
be in church on Easter Day who have not 
joined their voices in a hymn of praise to God 
for twelve long months. 

The Easter Parade is a parade of beggars. 
Does that startle you? It need not, for there 
is nothing so certain concerning the most 
fortunate man as the fact that all he possesses 
cannot satisfy the hunger of his soul. How- 
ever we may have succeeded, we are all like 
that man of old who sought happiness in 
wealth, in luxury and pleasure, and who said, 
“I gathered silver and gold, I made gardens 
and pools of water, I had musicians to enter- 
tain me, and whatsoever mine eyes desired I 
kept not from them; and then I looked and, 
behold, all was emptiness and vexation of 
spirit.” 
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“When my heart is overwhelmed within 


me,” said the Psalmist, “lead me to the rock 
which is higher than I.” Where is the man so 
strong as not to know hours when his heart 
is overwhelmed? Man is born to trouble as 
the sparks fly upward, and when hours come 
in which no human help avails him, he must 
turn to the unseen. There are multitudes of 
people who seldom enter a church and who 
profess themselves indifferent to religion whose 
thoughts inevitably turn to God in times of 
need. They have no articulate faith, they may 
call themselves agnostics, or even atheists, and 
yet the witness of the spirit is never wholly 
silenced in their lives. When their souls are 
overwhelmed within them, they cry, “My God.” 

There are others, many others, who have 
never denied, but who have neglected the re- 
ligious values of life. In this city there are 
thousands of men and women who are at 
heart ashamed of their disloyalty to their faith. 
They are like those early disciples of Jesus of 
whom we are told that, “after that time many 
went back and walked no more with him.” 
Yet their conviction still holds. They are un- 
churched Christians, with no place in the fel- 
lowship of Christ for which they assume re- 
sponsibility. In many cases, no doubt the 
church has been at fault. It may be that, 
before they neglected the church, the church 
neglected them. Whatever the cause, or who- 
ever may be blamed, such men and women feel 
impelled on such occasions as the Easter Day 
to find their way to a place of worship. If 
only it could be borne in upon them how much 
the cause of Christ, of good will and peace on 
earth, has suffered from their defection, and 
if only they could realize that no man can be 
unfaithful to his convictions without doing vital 
harm to himself, this Easter Day would be a 
new beginning of their Christian fellowship. 

Another reason why the churches will be 
full Easter is in the universal acknowledgement 
that the way of Christ is the true way of life. 
Sometimes people become impatient with the 
churches, sometimes they grow tired of listen- 
ing to sermons. But they never grow tired of 
the character and teaching of Jesus. In the 
midst of all the stival philosophies clamoring 
for attention, the words of Christ alone stand 
the test of time and change. 

“He spoke,’ said one who heard him, “as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
This is surprising, for it was the scribe who 
had authority. He was the trained teacher of 
religion, authorized by law, invested with the 
right to expound and interpret the truth con- 
cerning God and man, law and duty, wisdom 
and happiness. When Jesus appeared he came 
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-of that “first day of the week,” when 


with no commission from any human powe 
He had studied in no school of the law. Hi 


was simply a young carpenter from a countn 
town. But so wise were his words, so pene 
trating his insight into the hearts of men, st 


understanding of those deep and constant nee 
of men and women in the daily stress of lif 
that no other has ever challenged his right t 
be called Master. 

He lived simply, among simple people, b 
so noble was his life that even hardened Roma 
soldiers felt that he must be more than man 
Today, when the world is torn with huma 
strife, when ambition and selfishness and gree 
have robbed millions of their right to live 
when hate threatens the world with war 2 
when millions suffer from man’s inhumanit 


to Jesus some tribute of his soul. “I, 1 
lifted up, will draw all men to me,” said Jesus. 
History has fulfilled his word. Our civilization 
is far from being Christian, and even we wh 
profess the name of Christ go far astray fro 
his example; but he draws the reverence ane 
love of men as a magnet draws steel. And thi 
is a reason why, on Easter Day, multitudes will 
find their way to church. 

There is still another reason. It is in 
message of the open tomb. We do not pretent 
to know precisely what happened in the dawr 


women went to the tomb of Jesus and found 
it empty. We do know that, from that day 
to this, there has been hope in the world. 
man who pretends to be able to explain 
prove the event we celebrate on Easter Day i 
either a charlatan or a fool, for these thing 
are of faith and faith points to that whi 
human logic cannot prove. That truth is true 
can no more be proven than that beauty i 
beautiful or virtue good. These are things 
know directly and undeniably. As Tenny 
wrote: 
“Thou wilt not leave us in the dust, 
Thou madest man, he knows not why, 
He thinks he was not made to die: 
And thou hast made him; thou art just.’ 
The careless, irreligious man may disclaim 
any intefest in the complications of theology 
he may care nothing about sects or creeds 
rituals, he may have no interest in many of th 
things that have seemed important to 
church; .but he cannot contemplate the s 
form of someone he has loved and not ask tht 
question of ancient Job, “If a man die, shal 
he live again?’ Such a man may have doubt} 
about the resurrection. But he will also 
(Continued on page 203) 


THE GIFT OF LIFE 
AND OUR RESPONSE 


PAUL R. KIRTS 


OW can sinful men come into right re- 
lations with God? Jesus’ way of re- 
solving this difficulty was. to receive 

inful men in order that they might find sal- 
ration through forgiveness and _ fellowship. 
aul, emerging from the misty flats of Judiastic 
egalism into the sunlit uplands of the gospel, 
‘ame substantially to the same position. He 
urived at it through Christ. The mercy of 
Sod, showing itself in Christ and His death, 
was the gleam he followed. “But now we have 
1 righteousness of God . . . which comes by 
selieving in Jesus Christ’’ (Rom. 3: 21,22— 
Moffatt). This Paul asserted with certainty 
90rn of conviction. 

The first thing that Paul has to say on the 

rand theme of justification is not at all com- 
plimentary to our human race. Neither for 
the gentiles nor for the proud Jews is there 
any word of flattery; the whole world is in 
need of righteousness and is under the con- 
demnation of God. All have not sinned 
equally. But what Paul insists upon is that 
all have failed to win the praise, the sanction 
of God. The root of man’s sin is the unbelief 
of his heart. Lawlessness, transgression, inner 
‘orruption, rebellion, godlessness, wickedness, 
self-deification—all add up to the sin of un- 
belief. In man there is no soundness, no hope 
of self- or social-salvation. Weighed in the 
scales of the Eternal, human nature is found 
wanting. 
Over against human sinfulness Paul sets sal- 
vation through the grace and mercy of God 
as shown through Christ and His death. Hu- 
manity’s hope of coming into right relations 
with God, of deliverance from all that threat- 
ens and destroys life, rests not on man but 
upon God. The fixed point on which the 
teachings of Paul turn is the supremacy of 
the power of God. “The sovereignty,” John 
E. Kuizenga says, “means the creatorhood of 
God, so that always all the universe is His crea- 
tion, instrumental to His purpose; dependent 
on Him, and God never dependent on the uni- 
verse.” The sovereign God has made provision 
for righteousness. He has done for man what 
man is unable to do for himself. Salvation 
is a gift of God. Faith is man’s response to 
this gift. 


Miles City, Montana. 
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God has provided for the righteousness of 
unsound’ humanity through Christ and His 
death. On one point all the men of the New 
Testament were in agreement; on it the Church 
since the first century, has been in agreement: 
the death of Christ, God’s love in action and 
its measure, is God’s work of salvation. (See 
Harris Franklin Rall: ‘According to Paul,” 
p- 93.) That Christ was divinely appointed 
for a sacrifice for sin and that He came to 
accomplish His mission is manifest in both the 
Old and New Testaments. He died that men 
might live. Christ suffered death in order that 
men, unsound, at cross purposes to God’s will, 
proud in their assumption of superiority, and 
incapable of doing anything for themselves to 
get out of their moral and spiritual predica- 
ment, might have opportunity to live; for to 
know God is to have life. 

Let us be clear about one thing: The death 
of Christ was not intended to induce God to 
manifest His love for men in their impasse. 
No appeasement was necessary. “God so loved 
the world, that he gave.” The love of God for 
the world of lost humanity—lost because out 
of agreement with His will and way—love and 
love alone was the divine inducement for such 
a gift. Eternal love was back of the atoning 
death of Christ. This everlasting motive, this 
unswerving, passionate desire of the all- 
merciful Father was cause for subjecting His 
Son our Saviour to the reproach of the cross. 
No softening of God’s heart toward men was 
needed. Before the world began a loving God 
was planning a reconciliation of sinners to 
Himself through Christ. 

There is here yet another important point 
on which emphasis ‘should be placed. What 
revelation did God make in this sacrifice as to 
His own attitude toward sin? The preciousness 
of the gift is a measure of the divine hatred 
for sin. Nothing less than the sacrifice of His 
own Son was considered adequate for lifting 
the burden resting on estranged man. Listen 
to Zechariah’s penetrating statement regarding 
the Eternal’s abhorrence of sin: “Thus saith 
Jehovah: . . . let none of you devise evil in 
your hearts against his neighbor; and love no 
false oath: for all these are things that I hate.” 
God hated sin so much, loved sinners so much, 
that He gave; He gave up His only Son that 
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whosoever, responding to the gift which tran- 
scends all our standards of value, might have 
life. Men really live when they come into 
right relations with God. Forgiveness makes 
this possible. This is the divine approach to 
man’s predicament. Faith is the human fe- 
sponse to this approach. 
Observe, moreover, the significant fact that this 
redemption from the guilt and power of sin 
was accomplished at infinite cost. We cannot 
grasp the full meaning of the price which God 
paid, but we can make some attempt to com- 
prehend it. For we know that in the physical 
world every movement of an inert body is 
produced by an expenditure of energy. Now 
move on into the sphere of mental and emo- 
tional achievement.- Take, for example, an ar- 
tist who paints a picture. It costs him some- 
thing by way of time, thought, and feeling to 
produce a scene on canvas. If he gives his 
picture away, he gives something of himself. 
Go on into the realm of human relationships 
where an evaluation of personality must be 
made. Are fathers and mothers able to say 
how much their children are worth to them? 
Well, then, the Father counted the cost when 
He gave up His only Son, a cost which only 
the Eternal can reckon. We men are lost in 
wonder. 

Yet the benefits thus purchased for us at 
such a price are offered for nothing. All has 
been paid. Isaiah prophesied: ‘“Thus saith Je- 
hovah, . ye shall be redeemed without 
money.” As we come into the presence of God 
we need to revise our sense of values. Our 
eyes turned earthward, we acquire the catalogue 
mind. The best things cost the most money, 
we know. But there are values on which no 
price is marked. 

“’Tis heaven alone that is given away, 

‘Tis only God may be had for the asking.” 

_ We have noted God’s provision. How are 
we able to receive it? By faith. Simply stated, 
faith is belief plus trust. These two elements, 
belief and trust, may well claim our attention 
as we consider how man receives the offer of 
righteousness. Take first the element of faith. 
It is what William James calls a sense of 
reality. As you read the story of Christ in the 
Gospels—His: words and acts, His death and 
resutrection—you feel that such a Man lived 


_and died, that He was what He claimed to 


be, that He accomplished what He came to do, 
that the cross is a salient fact with tremendous 
significance for men. 

Trust, according to a dictionary definition, is 
assured reliance on the integrity, veracity, jus- 
tice, friendship, or other sound principle, of 
another. Confidence is another word for it, 
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“tion. He who sets 


Again let us refer to the Gospels and think of 
the Person who is revealed . there. As you 
ponder His moral soundness, His truthfulne 5 
His uprightness, His fidelity to those who f of 
lowed Him, you say: “Here is One in whom 
I can confide. I can trust Him.” Blessed ate 
they who have such confidence in Christ that 
they can say with John, “We know him that 
is true, and we are in him that is true. £ 

If Christ seems real to you, if you Caf 
repose confidence in Him as the Son of od 
as Saviour of men, as your Redeemer, then yo j 
are in position to receive righteousness pro- 
vided by God in Christ crucified. 

Faith, let us remind ourselves, is not the 
ground of merit, merely the instrument DB y 
which righteousness is received. Unredeemet 
man is like a person unable to swim who 
fallen into deep water. Along comes a rescué 
with a rope which he throws out to the victim 
The drowning man takes the rope and is pulled 
to safety. Likewise a man dead in trespas 
and sins does nothing to save himself but 
teach out and take what God gives. Faith & 
the means and the response of man in hi 
justification. 

It is by faith in Christ that derelict men a 
forgiven, pardoned, declared righteous. 
those who put their trust in Him are declared 
righteous; they are not made righteous. Surely 
this furnishes no warrant for self-commenda- 
“you before the presence of 
his glory without blemish” supplies no ex Se 
for a display of vanity. You are ever a sinnet 
no matter how like a saint, saved by grace. 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, | 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride.” 

There is nothing in man that merits justifi 
cation. It is by God’s grace that we rece 
righteousness. Grace is unmerited favor. Paw 
writing to the Ephesians, points up the unloy4 
liness of sinners and God's wondrous favom 
bestowed when he says, “And you did he make 
alive, when ye were dead through your tres} 
passes and sins, . . . and were by nature c i 
dren of wrath, . . .:—but God, being rich if 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, . . . made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace have ye been saved), and raised us 
up with him.” | 

We encounter a stone wall when we con 
template the mystery involved in the atone 
ment. Paul does not attempt to solve it. How 
Christ's death reconciles unsound man to God 
he does not say. The ransom, he affirms, wa 
provided in \Christ, whom God put forward 

(Continued on page 203) | 
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The Expositoi 


“THE GREATEST WREK IN HUMAN HISTORY 


C. IRVING BENSON, D.D. 


UT OF sentimental Galilee Jesus “‘set His 
face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem’— 


the impossible Jerusalem of Saducees and > 


arisees. The great pilgrim crowd, swayed by 
ingle impulse, shouted their Hosannas to the 
ng, whose Kingship they did not understand. 
<e flame on sun-parched, wind-swept grass 
- enthusiasm spread among the crowd as they 
w their leader—‘the Son of David’ riding 
o David's City seated on an ass. 
Through the shadows of the evening He 
ssed, slipping away from the seething crowd, 
t on the deserted moonlit road of Olivet and 
et the quiet hill to Bethany—leaving a lead- 
ess multitude suffering from the reaction of 
altation. 
Returning to the city, He flung down His 
allenge in the Temple, driving out the mis- 
ible traders who fleeced the pilgrims. Jesus 
oclaimed the open access of all nations to 
9d. The Jewish authorities were visibly 
aken: Their anger became dangerous. 
The alarmed hierarchy saw this Galilean 
venturer daily defying their hostility even 
their very stronghold, the Temple courts, 
rrounded by the excited devotion of the 
grim crowds, only waiting, as it might seem, 
r the signal to rise. They dared-not lay hands 
Him, for fear of a riot which might bring 
wn upon them all for the last time the heavy 
od of Rome. 
Night fell. Judas crept quietly away. Alone 
‘the moonlight he climbed up to Caiaphas’s 
lace on the southern hill. There he asked 
dience of the High Priest and of his father- 
Jaw, Annas. To them he divulged his trai- 
ous plan. 
“I am one of the twelve disciples of Jesus 
Nazareth, whose arrest you have ordered. 
hat are you ready to give me if I show you 
w you may take him?” 
Their cold, haughty faces lighted with cruel 
at the words, ‘and they when they heard 
were glad, and promised to give him 
mney.” 
The next day Jesus kept away from Jeru- 
em, but sent two disciples to prepare the 
pper in a room He had secretly procured. 
2 unknown friend was waiting for them, 
tying a water-pitcher as a sign, and showed 
sm where it was. There in the evening they 
met in the large upper room for their 
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last meal together. Judas was there with the 
rest and Jesus knew what he had been about 
the night before. “One of you shall betray 
Me,”’ He said as they were eating. The heart- 
breaking separation was at hand, and some of 
them were in tears. Then He took a cake 
of bread and when He had asked a blessing 
and gave each of them a piece of it saying, 
‘Take this: it is My body.” Then He did the 
same with the cup saying, ‘This is My blood 
—of the covenant—shed for many: never again 
shall I drink wine until that day when I drink 
it new in the Kingdom of God.” 

“He to whom I will give this piece of bread 
after I have dipped it.” Lifting up a morsel, — 
He placed it in the sauce and then handed it 
to Judas. It was the custom for a host thus 
to honor the chief guest. Jesus was acting out 
His own teaching, as He always did. He was 
loving Judas to the end. 

He spoke quietly and naturally: “What you 
are going to do, do quickly.” Judas started. So 
Jesus knew not only of his intention but ac- 
quiesced in it! Well, it proved that his own 
estimate of the situation had been right. He 
looked furtively around but the others had not 
taken in the meaning of Jesus. Grimly and 
silently the traitor rose and went out into the 
night. 

After supper they walked to their favorite 
olive-garden on the Bethany road—all save 
Judas. The disciples were sleepy, but Jesus was 
terribly awake—awake to the horror of the 
world’s sin. From lips that were already tasting 
death broke the cry that was never forgotten 
by those who heard it, dulled though they wete 
with fatigue and sorrow. His very word still 
lives in the record, “Abba” (Father). Three 
times the bitter tempest shook His soul, with 
no friend to understand. But God was with 
Him, and faith conquered fear. So passed the 
last midnight of a hopeless world. The glory 
of the Son of Man was dawning as the sound 
of hurrying feet drew near. 

The arresting party rushed their victim to 
Annas, the high priest of avarice, monopolist 
and grafter, who was anxiously waiting to set 
the ecclesiastical machinery in motion and pass 
the sentence of death. Speed was all important. 
With spitting and blows He was bound and 
handed over to the Roman officers for exe- 
cution. 
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Pilate, annoyed at another outbreak of these 
pestiferous Jews, and hopeless of ever knowing 
what it was all about, was yet interested and 
perplexed by the strange behavior of his victim. 
Honest impulses stirred within him when he 
saw the low scheming of the prosecutors. Surely 
a serene idealist need not be put to death, and 
he tried to secure His release. 

“T find no crime in Him,” he said. The trial 
was ended. The verdict was pronounced—a 
verdict of not guilty. 

Upon the balked and maddened crowd the 
spirit of hate descended; and there arose a cry 
of defiance—defiance of law, of the acquittal, 
of the Governor himself, a passionate cry for 
blood. Then it was that into the mind of Pilate 
the fiend of expediency entered, and from that 
moment he slid down from light to darkness. 

It was the Roman practice to scourge crim- 
inals before crucifixion. Still bleeding from the 
whip, Jesus became the butt of the soldiers, 
who dressed Him up in purple and hailed Him 
as the King of the Jews. From Pilate’s judg- 
ment seat the procession moved forward to the 
place of execution. 

The men who drove the spikes and lifted 
the cross in place had never handled so silent 
a sufferer. This unusual man prayed for them, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what 


they do.” 


aster 


Easter must be reclaimed. ; 
Too long the world has missed the Easter glow, 
Charmed by the glitter of a fashion show, 

A dress parade; a gala holiday, 

With church-bound manikins upon display. 

The faith of Easter never will be caught 

By making Christ a fleeting afterthought. 


Easter must be redeemed 


From revelry that marks the end of Lent, 

And worshipers who yearly are content 

To journey to God's house, and then forget 

That Christ still lives when Easter’s sun has set. 
The vision fades; the power soon is lost, 

If Easter does not lead to Pentecost. 


Easter must be relived. 


Where is the zeal that followed Easter’s birth? 
The faith that doomed the soulless gods of earth? 
No shadow, lifeless spirit of repose 

Prevailed that cloudless morn when Christ arose. 
The Easter atmosphere cannot revive 

A torpid faith that thinks itself alive. 
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For six hours Jesus hung there, consciou 
between the two murderers who shared 
fate, while around Him soldiers gambled f 
His clothes, and Jews, both leaders and peop! 
jeered—incredibly, insanely. And above Hi 
swung the inscription, which said that this w 
“the King of the Jews.” 

Before He died He repeated the Psz 
which His Mother Mary had taught Him 
a child in Nazareth, “My God, my God, v 
hast Thou forsaken Me?” The Psalm goes 
to tell how ‘He hath not despised nor ak 
horred the affliction of the afflicted: neither 
He hid His face from Him; but when He cri 
unto Him, He heard . . . for the Kingdom 
the Lord’s: and He is the ruler over the ma 
tions.” But the sufferer had uttered no mor 
than the first verse when His strength ebbée 
With a last expiring cry, Jesus died. 

The Roman officer watching Him, 
amazed at the manner of His dying. It mad 
him think of God. Looking at the dying 
a crucified Jew, he exclaimed, “Surely, this Wa 
the Son of God.’ Whether he became) 
Christian we have no means of knowing, be 
for him to connect that poor, spent, broke 
body with God meant the beginning of 
spiritual revolution which is Christianity. 


—GEORGE W. WISEMAN 


The Eaposite 


CHINESE proverb, very old, says, “A 
man without a smiling face should not 
open a shop”. No business man who 
yws the rules of business success will fail to 
laud this sentiment. He well knows that 
et things being equal, that shop, that store, 
industry, which has the friendlier atmos- 
re, will do the larger business! 
he man who is interested in the progress of 
church, whether pastor or lay worker, will 
well to know how definitely the proverb 
lies to the King’s business also. For, other 
gs being equal, it can easily be proved that 
friendliest church in the community will 
act the most hearers of the Word to its 
S. 
ow shall I make my church more friendly? 
sre are a number of factors to be considered. 
se include the pastor, the council, other 
tch leaders, and the general membership of 
church, as well as the property, the tone 
the advertising, and general publicity, and 
warmth (or coldness) of the church’s 
tship services. 
dappily, our seminaries are giving increasing 
sntion to helping future pastors to know 
w to deal winsomely with their public. There 
s a day when in some centers the pastor 
s a cold, aloof, austere individual, whom 
yple approached only seldom, and then only 
m necessity. He went about his work, this 
tor, all too often with the air of a motti- 
2 on duty. 
t is often so today. But the pastor has been 
rning to cultivate those attitudes which at- 
t people to him. This he does, not by 
ting on something akin to a pose outwardly, 
by any kind of affection, but by letting the 
juine interest that he has for other people 
ne to the surface, in a helpful, unassuming 
y. People usually like their pastor about in 
proportion they feel he likes them. If a 


tor has many sour, unhappy Christians in 


congregation (I might better have written 
called Christians—because a real Christian 
vever sour, and never really unhappy) it 1s 
bable that he, himself, brings too much of 
egar to the surface of his life, and not 
ugh honey—too many frowns, and far too 
r smiles! Nor let such a pastor blame the 
ple, and imagine he will find a friendlier 
up if he accepts a call to a greener pasture! 
will discover the people there are the same 
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THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 


CHARLES B. FOELSCH 
President Chicago Lutheran Seminary 


sort, precisely. If they are not, he will soon 
make them so. 

There is an old story which is to the point. 
A man once drove into a filling station, his 
old car piled high with household possessions, 
his wife beside him on the front seat. 
‘Stranger’, he said to the attendant who came 
to wait on him, “can you tell me what kind 
of people live in that town yonder? We're 
looking for a place to live, and we think 
maybe it would be nice here.’ ‘What kind 
of people live in this town?’ echoed the at- . 
tendant—‘‘tell me, what sort were they where 
you lived before?’’ “Man’’, said the newcomer, 
“those were the meanest, most contemptible, 
unfriendliest people you could imagine.” 
“Well”, said the filling station man, “you'd 
better not stop in this town, there can hardly 
be worse people than you will find right here.” 
And with a grunt the unhappy newcomer 
drove on. 

Next day, another old car, with another 
couple looking for a town to live in, drove 
into the filling station, goods piled high in 
the rear seat, and asked the very question the 
man had asked the day before, and received 
from the filling station proprietor exactly the 
same question in return, “What kind of neigh- 
bors had you in the town you came from?” 
But this man replied, ‘Friend, in the town 
I came from I had the most friendly and 
helpful neighbors I hope ever to see—they 
were wonderful’. Said the filling station man, | 
“This is the town for you to move to, don't 
doubt it—our people are the friendliest people 
in the world!” 

The day of the austere minister who seemed 
to think a smile a sin should be gone. Today’s 
pastor remembers the Lord Jesus was One who 
was always interested in people and always 


showing Himself friendly, and he recalls too 


the truth of a proverb that comes down to us 
from days earlier than the Lord Christ's. stay 
on earth, “A man that hath a thousand friends 
hath not a friend to spare’. Happy that con- 
gregation which has a pastor who knows the 
meaning of friendliness and who makes the 
community feel that “his” church offers not 
only the gospel, but a friendly gospel. 

The pastor, however, cannot achieve the goal 
alone. He needs the'help°of all his friendly 
people. They must never ‘grow weary in “talk- 
ing up’ the church around town; they must 


Page 169 


Pan 


eee a ae pense So 


7 are he oe 


ae ge Se Pet ane eT 


=: 


ys 


daily reach into other lives with the invitation 
to “come, worship with us”. And when they 
do come, those visitors from here and there in 
the community, they must have a sincere wel- 
come at the church—a welcome that comes 
from hearts and hands warm with the glow of 
Christian friendliness. Let the pastor be sure 
his committee of “greeters” in the narthex, of 
a Sunday morning before church time, 1s really 
there—and courteously doing its work. But 
let them beware of overdoing the business of 
welcoming the stranger, ot casual visitor, or 
even the regular attendants. After all, the 
church is no lodge, nor yet a bowling club. 
People come to church, to a degree at least, 
with their hearts in tune with divine things. 
They come because they have a sense of spit- 
itual need, or at least something of an interest 
in the things of God. As they enter the sacred 
place, they do not want to be glad-handed as 
if this were a political rally, and every vote 
counted. 

The church ushers who have the duty of 
greeting visitors have a nice responsibility. They 
must carefully distinguish between the welcome 
which is a warm and clean and Christian and 
that which is effusive, overdone, gushy—and 
repelling. A quiet sincere word or only a 
friendly smile, and a gracious giving of the 
program of the service—that much, but seldom 
more—as the worshiper enters the church and 
is about to be shown courteously to a pew. 
After the service, members of the welcoming 
committee will perhaps again speak quietly to 
the visitor, invite him to sign the guest register, 
and to come again! 

But the tone of the liturgical service and 
the character of the sermon, in varying measure 
and in a sharp way, make their impression upon 
the visitor and help to mark the church as 
friendly or unfriendly. Liturgical dreariness 
and ineptness—worse still, dull preaching with 
no real gospel in it, will make any church cold. 
A word to the wise preacher should be suf- 
ficient. If there is worshipful and spirited con- 
gtegational singing, and suitable anthems are 
well given by the choir, with thought only 
of praising God and not of “entertaining the 
people”; if the pastor’s reading of the service 
is Clear, clean, reverent, and the responses of 
the congregation animated and alert; if the 
sermon is clearly the fruit of hard, honest toil 
through the days preceding, pointed and not 


too long; if the service is not cluttered up with. 


time-consuming trivia which have no business 
in it, like the organist’s last minute putting 
his music to rights, or the pastor's making 
needless announcements—as if he counted the 
people unable to read them on the printed 
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calendar—in short, if the people leave 4 
Church with the feeling that their souls he 
been warmed and lifted up by the worsh 
they will be inclined to come again, and @ 
to go out saying to others, “That church I 
a friendly spirit.” 

A word to the “property committee” & 
is needed. Alertness here pays large dividen 
A general air of mustiness and dustiness abe 
the place is no friendly invitation to the visi 
to come back, nor will torn hymn books 
slovenly mimeographing or cheap printin 
inadequate lighting, or anything else that & 
“This church is wretchedly run” move hi 
say, “This is the church for me—I surely 
to come back next Sunday.” 

Other practical considerations will reae 
suggest themselves. There needs to be a cle 
speaking advertising campaign, not spas 
nor sensational, but steadily bringing to 
community the church’s invitation in pfi 
Members of the congregation will also do ¥ 
not only to invite others in the friendliest } 
possible, but will find it helpful to carry 
them a few simple leaflets, in the coat podh 
or purse, which they can pass out to pep 
with whom they chat. 

Making a friendly church is not the busin 
of a month or two, but a task demanding 
tention all the time and paying rich dividen 
Few good results will follow, until many peo 
in the community will say, “That chure 
surely bringing things of truest value to 
people who go there; those people have sor 
thing; rather something has them! I must h 
that blessing too!” 

When townsfolk talk so about our chur 
one need devise no new program tow. 
“Making a Friendly Church’; it will be 
already, for it will have as its real Head a 
Master, Him Who was the friendliest of | 
sons of men, though He was the Holy 
Christ, the Son of God. 


Enlarged Is Gettysburg 


In no small plot of ground our sons are laid 
As wide as earth the tomb that holds their d 
In fiery deserts their last beds are made, 

Or in far seas, where warships gather rust. 
In bristling isles some take their final sleep. 
Some lofty battlers rest in vales of ice. 
And others on lone heights their vigils keep 
O Land of Lincoln, great thy sacrifice! . . . 


And he who spoke at Gettysburg for God 

Speaks once again. For every dear son slain 
He cheers the broken-hearted, lifts the rod 
Of righteousness, and bids: “Seek peace again! 
No longer let God’s purpose be withstood; — 
Let us now build his world of brotherhood.” — 


—Thomas Curtis Clark. | 
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NON- ATTENDANCE 


WILLIAM F. McLEAN 


Member, Lehigh Presbytery and Chaplain, U.S. 
Submarine Base, New London, Conn. 


is “How to Do It” article is reprinted here as 
peared in The Presbyterian of August 23, 1945, 
ise the need for application is the same in every 
stant Church, regardless of denomination. 


ECENTLY at the Princeton Seminary 
Institute the writer was involved in a 
> “bull session,” the most valuable educa- 
ul technique of the modern university. The 
ect was the concern felt over the non- 
dance on public worship of the majority of 
aa members in our Presbyterian 
rch. 
octor Kuizenga, the able professor of Sys- 
itic Theology at Princeton Seminary, some 
$ ago made an observation concerning the 
‘great revival in the American churches. 
said that there were more people in atten- 
¢ on the services of public worship than 
© were communicant members of the 
ches. This, he pointed out so graphically, 
the condition to any great revival in 
stica. It is Gideon's selective principle at 
k again. We have a long way to go before 
her revival comes. 
is my contention that the Presbyterian 
xy have become afraid of exercising minis- 
1 leadership. We do not present and 
ce the obligations of communicant mem- 
‘to attend the services of the church. In 
own parish, before the war, we had more 
sixty per cent attendance on the services 
ne church. That is considerably better than 
average of the Church-at-large. I should 
to pass along a few ideas, that they might 
ulate the thinking of others of our clergy. 
1 the first place, every member who comes 
the parish agrees that he will attend at 
- one of the stated services of the church 
-week. We explain that he is the judge in 
fespect of his own actions. However, he 
t have a reason he can give conscientiously 
is Maker, who is also his Judge. This is 
ressed on the initiate as a primary obligation 
hurch membership. 
1 the second place, that newcomer is as- 
ed to someone in the congregation, who 
duces him to other members and organ- 
ons which will help him and which he 
help. The supervising member informs 
pastor if the new member is not attending, 
in a Gestapo gesture, but in order that the 
or might find and rectify any difficulty. 
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' munion service in seven years. 


In the third place, each new member has 
explained to him in detail his financial obliga- 
tions to the church. The treasurer carefully 
points out how to revise a pledge if income is 
altered so that no indebtedness to the chutch 
piles up. 

So much for that. Each communion tokens 
are given to the members which, when filled 
out, signify their presence at the Lord’s Table. 
This gives a constant check on new addresses. 
It builds up a record of attendance over the 
years. Doctor Bonnell, who uses the same 
system, spoke of conducting a funeral service 
for one of his members in which he was able 
to say that the person had not missed a com- 
A hat osha 
tribute. 

What to do with the record? Let it be said 
here that I violently disagree with the General 
Assembly’s concern over the number of sus- 
pensions in our Communion. In the first place, 
it is not half the number that it ought to be 
in order for us to be healthy—and honest. If 
we are interested in statistics for the sake of 
publicity, it is sufficient to point out that a 
suspended member is still a communicant mem- 
ber of the church and should be so counted. 
However, he is under the disciplinary action of 
the session and is therefore not in good stand- 
ing. That counting of members would double 
membership, if you wish that. On the other 
hand, if we want to rival the Roman Catholic 
denomination, we could count the roll of bap- 
tized people and make that the roll of our de- 
nomination. But if the roll that we report to 
the General Assembly is to be the roll of our 
communicants in good standing, then the Gen- 
eral Assembly ought to express concern that 
many congregations are reporting members who 
should be suspended, An unhealthy view of 
the Church is sustained if we have wrong fig- 
ures. It is still in our Confession that “truth 
is in order to goodness.” 

What to do with the communion tokens? If 
a person, according to the Constitution (Book 
of Discipline, Chapter 7, Section 4) has not 
been present at a communion within the past 
two years, the session should ascertain the 
reason why. If the admonitions are of no 
avail, the member should be placed under 

(Continued on page 196) 
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Personnel Failures 
Oh OF the boys from my congregation 


was a Lieutenant at a big bomber base. 

The planes and other equipment were 
very costly, and just about everything had been 
put into the planes for safety and effectiveness 
that man can so far devise. Considerable 
publicity had been given to the effectiveness of 
these planes and the high degree of safety 
which is supposed to reside in them. 

Every once in a while I got a letter from 
this boy, who is a keen observer, telling about 
some calamity or accident due to personnel 
failure. As he recently wrote, “It is easier to 
correct mechanical failures than personnel fail- 
ures, and that’s too often the trouble.” He 
adds that the army does its best to prevent 
accidents but the personnel failures are some- 
thing worth thinking about. Now this boy 
is not blaming the army or anything else; he 
has just hit upon on of the most fundamental 
aspects of living. 

Science and all scientific achievement must, 
in the nature of the case, deal with things. 
Then all these discoveries and inventions of 
science must be used by people. In the. use 
to which things and discoveries are put we 
have the determining factor of their ultimate 
value to man. 

Man, by his very nature, is, and must remain, 
the measure of all things. Created in the 
image of God, man is a spiritual being. 
Uniquely among all creatures of earth man 
is a living soul residing in a physical body. 
But within man is a controlling mechanism 
defying analysis by science. Man is a moral 
and spiritual being. 

We need to learn more of this, for we have 
too long neglected human relationships, and 
the relationship between man and God. Moral 
and spiritual values have their place just as 
much as scientific achievement and_ physical 
discovery have. But ali scientific achievement 
will destroy man without proper moral ana 
spiritual oversight and coutrol. By now we 
should have seen enough of this. 

It is for us, therefore, to lay increased em- 
phasis upon religion, upon moral and spiritual 
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values; and to give more time to study % 
meditation concerning the proper use of § 
values, and how best they may be made eff 
tive in society. We have spent millions in 
study of things; we should be willing to mi 
equal effort in the study of man. We sha 
bring our religion into life, so that it is I 
every day —W. R. Siegart. 


Of Practical Things 


T’S unbelievable, but we of the churcl 
| ee for doing the unbelievable 

Daily our mail is heavy with publicat 
of a dozen differenct natures, or possibl 
should say, types, for very largely they 
within the bounds of Church publica 
and most of them are on our exchange 
However the unbelievable transpired toda 
the arrival of a publication after the mod 
fashion, pictorial, well printed on highly « 
stock and in two colors. The layout man 
planned the issue, the artist who adorné 
the typographers who set it up, as well 
editor whose able efforts greet one on € 
page. — all did their work well. 

On one page, boxed to attract the atten 
is an appeal for subscribers, the infor 
that postal laws require a specific order 
subscribers before the magazine may be 
regularly, and the usual appeal, “Don’t 
the next issue, etc., etc. Place your order n 

And yet, search as I may, I found no suf 
tion of an address to which to mail my § 
scription order and if solid meat is preferr 
there are many thousands who are in the $4 
quandary as 1— to whom can I send my sr 
that I may not miss subsequent issues? 

Maybe it is just an oversight, the resul 
days so fraught with publication and other 
plexities, that even essentials may at ti 
overlooked. But here, in whatever mant 
may have happened, is represented the gene: 
efforts of the editorial staff, the work of nur 
ous able contributing authors, the consumpé 
of materials which are supposed to be beck 
ing more.and more difficult to get, the l 
of a sizeable crew in the printery and the | 


1 


’ 


The Ewposiy 


a ~ l= = ol << se — 


lation office force, all of which cost high 
se days, and no possible reason for expecting 
urns to meet outlay to say nothing of show- 
x a profit. 
In answer to your anticipated query, it is a 
nominational project, and a project as undi- 
ted in its entire effort as though it had never 
sn the light of day. 
All of which leads up to a thought which 
squently is forced upon my attention by the 
ily contributions of our postmen. Remem- 
r this. Whatever one places in the mail, 
nether it be personal, congregational or de- 
minational, is one’s personal, congregational 
denominational spokesman, one’s represen- 
tive, one’s salesman. Lack of knowledge, ex- 
rience or care, in the preparation of any- 
ing, from the humble little duplicator pro- 
iced leaflet or bulletin to the really preten- 
us production such as lies on my desk before 
e, is not only unpardonable and futile, it is 
holly negative in any reaction it may bring 
om the very ones of whom a favorable re- 
tion is earnestly desired. 
Regularly I receive, and have for years, a 
iplicated copy of the sermon of an able ser- 
onizer. It is printed on thin paper which 
ots generously, to the point where there is 
most as much ink on one side of the sheet 
the other. Nothing daunted and probably 
| curtail parish paper costs, the pages are 
versed after the first run and page two blends 
satfully and hopelessly with the ink from 
age one. It is usually so bad it is impossible 
wz one to read, even with great effort. Cer- 
inly the ones who need its contents most 
ould prefer to be lost utterly than be com- 
elled to read so unsightly and impossible a 
rint job. 
Some day, possibly, seminaries will conduct 
class covering at least the fundamentals of 
ublicity and printing. It would be a step 
earer the Kingdom for countless, should that 
ay come, 
Until it does, we preachers should be told 
e fact that a gentle hearted newspaper editor 
, printer can’t muster the courage to say, to 
it: — largely, what we call the lack of co- 
peration of the press with the church is be- 
use the average preacher knows less of the 
, B, Cs of printing and publicity than the 
yerage printer or editor knows of say, Doc- 
inal Hermeneutics or Higher Criticism. 
Of extra-theological subjects, few promise 
stter returns for the pastor who cares, than the 


udy of typography and publicity. 
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“The Gospel For the Day...” 


ACH Sunday morning the minister reads 
ten or twelve verses from one of the four 
Gospels which he announces as The 

Gospel for the Day. He also reads a somewhat 
shorter section from one of the Epistles, which 
is called The Epistle for the Day. On the 
Sunday mornings of the year about 1,000 verses 
of the New Testament are read. 

Each year the reading of these verses is re- 
peated. There must be important reasons why 
these verses have been selected for reading year 
after year. : 

The custom was already old in the time of 
Luther. An arrangement of Gospel and Epistle 
readings for the Sundays of the year was made 
by Jerome about the year 370. By the year 
800 the arrangement as we have it now was 
practically complete. 

In the earliest years of the Christian Church 
it was customary to read on Good Friday the 
gospel story of the Crucifixion, and on Easter 
the story of the Resurrection. Gradually other 
days of the year were assigned for presentation 
of some particular teaching. The four Sundays 
before Christmas, as a period of preparation 
for celebration of our Lord’s birth, became the 
time for emphasis on watchfulness, preparation, 
expectation. Readings from gospels and epistles 
which expressed these ideas were selected. 
Other days and seasons came to be observed, 
such as Epiphany, Lent, the Festival of the Holy 
Trinity. For each day appropriate lessons were 
chosen. 

As we have the Scripture readings now, they 
present in the course of fifty-two Sundays the 
main teachings of the Bible. In six months 
from December to June they state for us the 
central events in the life of Jesus. In the re- 
maining six months they bring to our attention 
the fundamentals of Christian living. 

By reading the lessons which were carefully 
selected over a long period of study, and which 
have been tested in a thousand years of ex- 
perience, we have a well-rounded presentation 
of Christian truth. No important truth is neg- 
lected, and no lop-sided emphasis is possible. 

There is a great advantage for church- 
members in this plan. We can find out in 
advance, if we take the trouble, what are the 
lessons for the Day, and can think about them 
and prepare ourselves to learn more about 
them when we come to church. These Scrip- 
ture readings are so deep and full that we never 
exhaust their meaning, but every year we should 
understand them better, and be led through 
their study into greater Christian wisdom and 
faith—P. W. Roth, 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


Thy Kingdom come to me 
And build within my heart, 
A shrine for me, a throne for thee, 
A temple set apart. 
—Louts F. BENSON. 


Building Resolute Character 


Every one born into the world who lives to ma- 
turity is faced with a dual problem, that of learning 
to live with himself and learning to live with other 
people. These two problems are intimately related. 
The first achievement must precede the second. 
Until a man has learned to live with himself, he 
cannot live successfully with others. Life is not an 
- easy matter for any of us. It demands self-mastery. 
We must bring under firm control our own inner 
drives and desires and passions. We must discipline 
our emotions, establish constructive habits of 


thought and of conduct, and develop self-reliant : 


and well adjusted personalities. This is a tremen- 
dous undertaking — a life-long task. 

Now, the measure of success that we have in 
mastering ourselves will determine, to a large 
degree, our ability to live happily with others. The 
person who cannot get along with anybody is invar- 
jably at war with himself. His impatience, his un- 
controlled temper, his domineering ways, are all 
projections upon other people of his own inner 
conflict. Now, the reverse of this also is true. The 
happier we are within ourselves, the more harmoni- 
ous will be our relations with other people. Each 
of us, then, becomes a center of discord or of har- 
mony. We are making life easier or we are making 
it much more difficult for others. If we are honest 
with ourselves, we shall stop to ask: “In which 
class am I?” 

A great many factors are concerned with our 
success in life. Some of these are beyond our con- 
trol. Nevertheless, we are not the slaves of hered- 


ity or environment, and there still remains the one: 


truly determining factor, the individual will. 

We possess the power, if properly applied, to 
make ourselves what we would be. God has laid 
upon each of us the profound responsibility of 
being architects of our own character and per- 
sonality. 

There are certain spiritual principles which I 
shall present from week to week on Tuesday morn- 
ings which, if applied to your life, will produce 
definite results in healthy-mindedness and spiritual 
power. 

This morning I shall have time but to indicate 
one of these contained in the words of St. Paul: 
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“T can do all things through 
Christ, who strengtheneth me.” 


I know a business man who nine months ago w 
ready to admit that he was a failure. As we talke 
over his problem, he discovered that the streng 
which should have been expended in genuif 
achievement he used up fighting with himself. 

Now he has inner peace and has achieved a happy 
adjustment with others. Added to his own nati¥ 
abilities is the inexhaustible power of Christ, mz 
ing him a steadfast, reliant and a truly successfu 
man.—Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell. 

These quotations from the first of a series of Rad 
talks by Dr. Bonnell, January 22 through March % 
1946, under the general title, “Building Resolute 
Character,” appear in The Presbyterian, as sugge 
tions on “Learning to Live With Yourself.” 

If you desire copies of the series of addresses, apf 
to your local radio station. 


Steadfastness 


When the anchors faith has cast are dragging in 

gale, 

I am quietly holding fast to the things that cannot fail 
I know that right is right, that it is not good to fi 
That love is better than spite, and a neighbor 

a SPY; 

In the darkest night of the year when the stars h 

all gone out, 


That courage is better than fear, and faith is bette 
than doubt; 


And fierce though the fiends may fight, and Ion 
the angels hide, 


I know that truth and right have the universe 
their side, 


And that somewhere beyond the stars is a love tha 
better than fate; 


When the night unlocks her doors I shall see 
and I can wait. 


Radio Listening 


“When to Tune In?” The joint radio com 
mittee, (Congregational, Christian, Methodis 
and Presbyterian USA Churches), has attempt 
ed to answer that important question in book 
let form, edited by Everett C. arker, 24 p 
self covers, 4” x 814”, 20c per dozen 


> 


The Exposito | 


les in booklet form, well catal6gued, what is 
ytthwhile for— 

The entire family 

Mature listeners 

Young people 

Children 3 

Women 
| the various networks, and programs on non- 
tworks. Some of these guides should be 
ade available to the young people of the 
autch without delay. The news of their use- 
Iness will spread quickly. Address orders 
ith remittance to Joint Radio Committee, care 
| aeons Council, 287 Fourth Avenue, New 
ork 10. =a 


ruck and Trailer Fleet 
y Carry Religion to Migrants 


A fleet of trucks and trailers, to carry a re- 
gious and social ministry to migrant groups 
workers in the rural areas of America, is 
ing purchased at a cost of $25,000 by the 
ome Missions Council of North America. 
he fund is being contributed by friends to 
atk the Council’s twenty-five years of service 
- tural migrants on an interdenominational 
isis. Secretary Edith E. Lowry, in charge of 
iS service, says the new program of ministry 
il help “enrich their lives by making avail- 
le to them opportunities similar to those en- 
yed by people in a settled community’’—wor- 
ip materials, recreational facilities, lending 
rary, motion pictures, etc—Alabama Chris- 
m Advocate. 


finistry, Based on Experience 


I am delighted to see that the presbyteries 
€ choosing married men as students for the 
inistry—not just because they are married, 
it because they must be men who have had 
me experience of life, besides a firm belief 
God. 

A young man who goes straight from school 
‘university and seminary must be at a great 
sadvantage among men when he begins his 
inistry. Personally, I should like to see all 
udents for the ministry first complete an ap- 
enticeship in some trade, work on a farm, 
in a shop or office. If it costs the Church 
ore to train men in their twenties or even 
irties, we should gladly meet the extra cost. 
st us remember that Jesus Himself was first 
carpenter before he was a teacher. The 
yelve disciples He chose were not youths 
esh from school, but men who were earning 
eir living, and had a deep knowledge of man 
well as of God.—]. McKelvey, in The Pres- 
tevian. 
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Planning Church Buildings 
This book of 64 pages, 91/4, x 1214, contains 


plans, exterior designs and interior views of 
churches to cost from $35,000 to $800,000; 
contributions of architects interested in chutch 
building, and published by the Bureau of 
Church Architecture. 

The plans and designs will be helpful to 
church building committees, local architects, as 
well as to ministers contemplating building or 
remodelling. Twenty architectural firms con- 
tributed plans and suggestions regarding prob- 
lems arising in building projects in states from 
Maine to California. The price is $2.00, pre- 
paid for single copies, or write for quantity 
price, six or more. 


Series of Addresses with 
Musical Accompaniment Available 
from American Bible Society 


The following series of six addresses, com- 
plete with time schedule and musical accom- 
paniment for 15-minute radio programs, is an- 
nounced by The American Bible Society, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 

The Truth That Makes Men Free 
The Trail of Free Men 
The Land of the Free 
Keeping Freedom Alive 
Custodians of Freedom 
Freedom’s Textbook : 

6. The Truth That Makes Men Free 

Address all inquiries direct to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, Radio Division, above ad- 
dress. ues 
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Judges for The Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Annual Award of $7,500 for a 
Distinguished Book Manuscript 


The judges chosen to award $7,500 for a 
distinguished book manuscript in the broad 
field of evangelical Christianity annually, with 
the first award to be announced July 1, 1947, 
ate:— 

John Alexander Mackay, President of 
Princeton Seminary and Professor of Ecu- 
menics; 

Henry Pitney Van Dusen, President Union 
Theological Seminary, New York; 

Ernest Cadman Colwell, President Univer- 
sity of Chicago, and former Dean of the 
School of Religion of Chicago University; 

Umphrey Lee, President of Southern Meth- 
odist University; 

Halford Edward Luccock, Professor of 
Homiletics Yale University. Divinity 
School; 
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Nolan B. Harmon, Editor of Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 

The award is to be made annually for the 
book manuscript, which, in the opinion of the 
Board of Judges will accomplish the greatest 
for the Christian Faith and Christian Living 
among all people. It is open to all authors, 
and rules may be obtained by writing for an 
official prospectus to:— 

The Annual Award Editor, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
150 Fifth Avenue, 

New York 11, New York. 


1946 Lenten Book List 
Selected by Halford E. Luccock 


The following list, submitted through the 
courtesy of Religious Publishers Group, 347 
Fifth Avenue, New York,.reached us too late 
for the March issue, and is being included 
here as a guide to worthwhile books for read- 
ing at any time in the year, and especially 
for pastors to recommend to lay members. 

1. Revised Standard Version of the New 

Testament, Nelson & Sons, $2.00. 

2. Event in Eternity, Paul Scherer, Harper, 
$2.00. (Biblical exposition of Isaiah, 
Chapters 40 to 66). 

3. In Him Was Life, Robert H. Beavan, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, $1.50. 

4. They Found the Church There, Henry P. 
Van Dusen, Scribners, $1.75. (Christian 
Missions throughout the world, as found 
by American armed forces). 

5. When Life Gets Hard, James Gordon 
Gilkey, Macmillan, $1.50. (Application 
of Christian resources to life). 

6. Those of The Way, Willard L. Sperry, 

~~ Harper, $1.50. 

7. Experience Worketh Hope, Arthur J. Gos- 
sip, Scribners, $2.00. 

8. The Dark Night of the Soul, Georgia 
Harkness, Abingdon-Cokesbury, $1.50. 

9. The Light of Christ, Evelyn Underhill, 
Longmans-Green, $1.75. 

10. The Great Divorce, C. S$. Lewis, Macmil- 
lan, $1.50. (Author of “Screwtape Let- 
ters.” A narrative in form of a dream; 
appeals for clear-cut divorce between 
Heaven and Hell). 

11. Pathfinders of The World Missionary 
Crusade, Sherwood Eddy, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $2.75. ; 

12. What Is Christian Civilization? 
Baillie, Scribners, $1.00. 

13. God Is Not Dead, Bernard‘ Iddings Bell, 

Harper, $1.50. 


John 
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- Avenue, New York, inclosing postage for 


14. The Two-Edged Sword, Norman F. Lan 
ford, Westminster, $2.00. : 

15. The Christian Answer, Tillich, Greene 
Thomas, Aubrey, Knox; edited by Van 
Dusen, Scribners, $2.50. — 

16. The Light of Faith, Albert W. Palmef 
Macmillan, $1.75. 

17. Great Writers as Interpreters of Religio 
Edwin Mims, Abingdon-Cokesbury, $1.5 

18. Narrow Is The Way, William E. Pag 
Macmillan, $2.00. 
(Addresses to students in colleges 
preparatory schools). 

19. Bringing Our World Together, D. 
Fleming, Scribners, $2.00. 

20. A Christian Global Strategy, Walter | 
Van Kirk, Willett, Clark, $2.00. 

21. Justice and The Social Order, Emil B 
ner, Harper, $3.00. 

22. Strength For The Day, Norman E. 
gaard, editor, Association Press, $1.00. 

23. The Significance of Silence, Leslie 
Weatherhead, Abingdon - Cokesbu 
$2.00. 

24. Personal Crises, Cark Heath Kopf, 
millan, $2.00. 

25. The Story of the Christian Year, Geof 
M. Gibson, Abingdon-CokéSbury, $2.5¢ 

Any pastor desiring to post this list on 

side church bulletin boards for the help 2 

guidance of laymen, should write the Reli 

ous Publishers Group, Room 1410, 347 Fi 


ply. 


How to Pray 


Ten simple rules on ‘How to Pray,” f 
pared by Deane Edwards of The Fede 
Council of Churches, may help many of us 
our private prayer practices, as well as of 
help to others. 

I. Pray where you are. God is pres 
everywhere and ready to listen. 

Il. Pray when possible in a quiet s 
where you can be alone. It is well to fix ye 
mind deliberately on God, apart from 
fusing distractions. 

Ill. Pray to God simply and naturally, as 
a friend. Tell Him what is on your mi 
Get help from the prayers of others. 

IV. Pray remembering the good things Go 
has done for you. Reckon up your blessit 
from time to time and give thanks for then 

V. Pray for God’s forgiveness for the uf 
worthy things that you may have done. Hi 
near to a humble and contrite heart. 

VI. Pray for the things that you ne 
especially those that will make your life fine 
and more Christlike. 
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VII. Pray for others, remembering the sit- 
ions they confront and the help they need. 
VIII. Pray for the world in its needs, asking 
d to bring better things and offering your 
p to Him. 

LX. Pray above everything else that God’s 
Il may be done in you and in the world. 
S purposes are deeper and wiser than any- 
ng we can imagine. 

X. Pray, and then start answering your 
er. 


sual Aids. 

The Visual Aid Department of the American 
dle Society, Rev. Henry H. Ragatz, Secretary, 
located at 45 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. 
is department is responsible for the promo- 
n and development of the motion picture 
ygtam, vocafilm lectures, stereopticon lec- 
es, traveling exhibits, Scripture exhibit cards, 
d 2 exhibits of interesting old Scriptures 
- loan. 

Plans for the 1946 Thanksgiving to Christ- 
is Bible Reading program are well under 
y at this time. The theme chosen for 1946 
“The Word of Power for a Power Age,” 
sed on Zachariah 4:6—“‘Not by might, nor 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
sts.” 

Bookmarks with passages for daily use be- 
een Thanksgiving and Christmas are avail- 
le now in all offices of the Society. The 
adquarters are Bible House, 450 Park Ave., 
York 22, N. Y. 


0k at the Tithe 


Any one who thinks about it knows that the 
ying of the tithe as a sign of stewardship 
s nothing whatever the matter with it. 
It-conserves the energies of the Church for 
> Church’s real business. 

It puts a stop to the necessity of the Church 
coming a peddler of pies, oysters, ice cream, 
icken pie, and notions. 

It gives the business men of the place a new 
yatd for the Church as a business institution. 
It collects itself. 

It puts a quietus on all display and self- 
king in one’s contributions. Nobody can 
t puffed up over paying his debts. 

It makes the Christian’s financial relation to 
; Church a pleasure instead of a perpetual 
noyance. 

Tt is the one sure way of proving we are in 
rest when we say of God that He owns all 
> possess. 
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It links us with God in a real and definite 
sharing of His work.—From “Church Chimes,” 
Shreveport, La. 


Everyman’s Problems 


The American Lutheran, January, 1946, issue 
announced a series of practical articles on the 
above subject. The series includes the discus- 
sion of perplexing problems of everyday life, 
possibly providing manual material for pastoral 
use. 

The author of the series, Henry F. Wind, 
does not pose as having “‘all” the answers, but 
bases his discussions on 25 years of activity 
as missionaty and social worker, where life 
situations forced practical thinking. 

There is no indication in the announcement 
of the following series of articles that they will 
be available in pamphlet form. However, if 
you are unable to locate the monthly editions 
ot the magazine in your local library, inquiry 
may be made at The American Lutheran Pub- 
licity Bureau, 1819 Broadway, New York 23, 
N. Y. by inclosing stamped addressed envelope. 
(Please do not write by postal card.) 


EVERYMAN’S PROBLEMS 
What you should know about 


I. Wanted—Babies (Adoptions) 
II. Unwanted Babies (Illegitimate Parenthood) 
Ill. Susie’s Gone Delinquent 
(Juvenile Delinquency) 
IV. Growing Pains (Adolescents) 
V. The Chair Behind the Stove 
(Problems of Old Age) 
VI. That Tired Feeling (Tuberculosis) 
VII. Bending the Elbow (Alcoholism) 
VIII. Why Did We Ever Get Married? 
(Family Discord) 
IX. Yes, Your Honor! (Petty Criminals) 
X. Willy Is Not Quite Bright (Feeblemindedness ) 
XI. The Solitary Parade (Inhibited Youth) 
XII. Getting Queer (Insanity) 


Visual Convention Report 


“Necessity is the mother of invention,” 
writes Herman Bielenberg, Oil City, Pennsyl- 
vania, in a recent issue of a denominational 
publication, and continues, ‘“The necessity of a 
living, vivid convention report has gradually 
settled upon us as a definite conviction. We 
have been pained and irked by the endless dis- 
cussion about printing convention reports, sell- 
ing the copies, and getting them read. Con- 
vention reports serve a useful purpose in re- 
cording official transactions, but they fail ab- 
jectly in their purpose to interest people in 
the work of the Church. 

“Necessity compelled the Committee on 
Visual Education to produce an_ illustrated, 
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visual convention report—The officers of the 
convention, the locale, services, visitors, inter- 
esting sidelights, etc., have all been pictured 
by means of 70 slides in the popular 2 x 2 size, 
and this visual report is offered with complete 
accompanying narrative to the congregations 
within the district without cost. 

“As far as we know this is a first in Visual 
Reports on such meetings, but we hope that it 
will not be the last, rather that it will become 
standard practice in all Church meetings.” 

The plan for building the visual report of 
the district meeting was thoroughly outlined. 
The content, or scene, for each of the 70 
slides was carefully worked out, to include the 
points of interest which would prove stimu- 
lating to the home congregations, “tell them 
about accomplishments” and get them to back 
up the work in the home church. The out- 


‘line of the ‘‘scenario’” is too long to include 


in this paragraph, but we shall try to include 
this in a later issue of The Expositor, as we 
believe with Rev. Bielenberg “‘that this will 
become common practice in reporting group 
meetings” in all Church organizations. 


Evangelism for Laymen 


A Manual, prepared by William James Mc- 
Cullough, on Home Visitation Evangelism for 


laymen, may be ordered from The American - 
- Baptist Home Mission Society, 212 Fifth Ave- 


nue, New York 10, N. Y.; 15c a copy. The 
Manual is paper bound, pocket size, 70 pages. 


Meditations for Men 


Daniel Russell, pastor emeritus of Rutgers 
Presbyterian Church, New York City, author of 
“The Substance of Happiness,” “The Cleans- 
ing of Life,” and other volumes, has supplied 
“Meditations for Men,” 365 readings for men 
in every walk of life—whether amid perplex- 
ing problems, boredom, conflict, strength or 
weakness—they offer refreshment of spirit. 

The publisher, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
says: “The book of 442 pages, pocket size, is 
primarily for personal growth, but other uses 
are inevitable, such as a source for worship 
service material, sermon seeds, gift purposes.” 
It is only $1.00. Men will carry it in their 
pockets, or desk drawers, for continuous use, 
when once familiar with it. It is something 
to be cherished through use! The topical in- 
dex in the back of the volume makes it 
promptly available under hourly needs. 
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Music for the Small Church 
Under the title, “In Every Corner Sing,” Je 
seph W. Clokey has assembled some practic 


suggestions for ministers of small churcl 
about the subject of Music, although the tit 


Gorham Co., New York. There is no pri 
given, but your local book dealer will be gl 
to order it for you. 

Joseph W. Clokey, the son of a ministe 
has made music his career since 1915; a gra 
uate of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, af 
Dean of the School of Fine Arts of Miag 
University, Oxford, Ohio. 

Dr. Clokey’s musical compositions include 
wide range of forms in nearly every mediuff 
among them sacred cantatas, hymns, anthems 
organ preludes, compositions for choirs. | 

This small but vital book is written for ami 
teurs and laymen, about worship-music for t 
small Church, and how to use it. 

There are 16 chapters, beginning with “ 
Man in the Pew” through “Selecting Musi 
for the Church.” You will read this hag 
book with interest and profit. 


The Minister and The Ministry 


A volume of lectures by Walton H. Greeve 
on “The Minister and the Ministry,” deliveté 
at five different centers of training for & 
ministry, under the auspices of the Knube 
Miller Foundation of The U. L. C., is mad 
available through the Board of Publications « 
the U. L. C, no price indicated. (Orde 
through your local book dealer). 

The book contains six chapters, 80 page: 
cloth binding; the first four chapters are £0 
lowed by “Questions and Answers” for di 
cussion periods following the lectures. T 
chapters are:— 

1. The Minister and the Ministry. 
The Minister and the Message. 
The Minister and Missions. 

The Minister and “Movements”’. 
The Minister and Menaces. 
The Minister and His Musts. 


No 
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Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, let me pardon, 
Where there is doubt, let me exhibit faith, 
Where there is despair, let me have hope, 
Where there is darkness, let me bring light, _ 
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy. 


The Exposi to 
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HEN Dxr. A. J. Gordon lay on his sick 
bed, his physician entered his room one 
afternoon with the words, “Doctor, have 


ua word for us today?” To which the 
diant Christian, knowing full well that he 
as not long for this world, made reply, 
(es,—Victory!” That is the word with which 
> ptofessed followers of a Risen Lord should 
eet each other, not only on Easter Day, but 
every day. Victory! The word peals like 
bell through the entire New Testament. On 
is Day of days we lift up our hearts and 
y, lhe Head that once was crowned with 
ofms is crowned with glory now!” 

He who can tead the signs of the times 
A sense a renewed interest in the subject of 
iristian immortality. Men will hang on the 


ards of our Easter message with breathless 


terest. Surely, the reason will not be far to 
2k. For the second time in a generation we 
ve had a World War on our hands. And 
at terrible war has plowed a vast graveyard 
roughout our earth. There will be an empty 
air and place in many a home and heart. 
amanity today lifts a burdened heart and 
stful eye towards the altars of our Christian 
utches to ask, “Is it really true that our 
td Jesus Christ rose from the dead?” Is 
=n His resurrection the pie ee of our own 
mortality? And do our departed loved ones 
e on, deathless and glorified, in Him?’ The 
zintive query of Job still haunts the hearts 
men: “If a man die shall he live again?” 
t us readily admit that mere mortal man 
anot answer that question in any final sense. 
tt God, the author and Lord of Life answers 
from within the revelation of His own word! 
Christ, He answers it with a ringing afhrm- 
ve! 

Ih the conclusion of his magnificent chapter 
‘the Resurrection, that twice-born Christian, 


aintree, Mass. 
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AN EASTER SERMON 


AARON N. MECKEL 


St. Paul, has this to say: ‘““O Death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?— 
Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

And so, with our feet squarely planted on 
that Pisgah Height vision, we go on to make 
two declarative statements concerning Easter. 


I 


First, Easter is the proclamation of a victory 
over death that has already been won! That 
solid conviction was borne in on one minister 
of the Gospel as he was sitting in a funeral 
parlor—of all places—waiting to go in and 
minister to a bereaved family. The thought 
came to him, Why, as a Christian you are not 
to pose a proposition or to present a series of 
labored arguments. You are to enter the chapel 
as a herald, with a trumpet of faith pressed to 
the lip, and to proclaim the fact of a victory 
already won. And that on the authority of 
Him who said, “I am the resurrection and the 
Life!” “The one surest event in human his- 
tory,’ so David Smith, famous Bible student, 
refers to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. E. 
Stanley Jones, another radiant Christian of our 
generation, describes the custom observed at 
the morning devotional service as his Ashrams. 
“The Lord is risen!” announces the leader. 
Comes then, the full-throated reply of all 
present, ‘“He is risen indeed!” And with that 
vision in their hearts, they turn strong to meet 
the day. 

Easter, then, stands for an event, something 
that actually happened and transpired in this 
mundane world of time and space. In the Res- 
urrection, the salvation of God comes full 
circle. Again, the movement of deliverance em- 
anates distinctly from the Divine, rather than 
the human side. God the Father takes the 
initiative, and raises up His own Son, that we, 
as believing Christians, might live after the 
power of an endless life. In the words of the 
Christian Century, “After man does his worst 
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on Good Friday, God does His best at Easter.” 
“He could not be holden of death,” so the 
first Christians spoke of their Lord. Christian 


faith has the last word. 


There is an organic, an all-of-a-piece char- 
acteristic about the good news of the Gospel. 
It is a startling series of Divine events and 
happenings, with the impress of the eternal, 
the immortal, the supernatural on them. Thus, 
one can sense the on-marching power of the 
living God in such a creed of Christendom as 
the Apostles, in which millions of Christians 
affirm their convictions every Sunday. So we 
affirm that ‘He was Born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 


'dead and buried: (that) the third day He 


atose again from the dead, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God.” If the objection be made 
by our modern, secular mind, that the Resur- 
retcion partakes of the nature of the miraculous, 
then let us readily admit that it is true. The 
word “miracle” stems from the Latin and 
means, ‘“‘to wonder,” and, of course, to wonder 
is a creative capacity well nigh atrophied in 
our mauldin, secular day! Here in the greatest 
creed of Christendom is a whole series of 
miracles,—events, happenings not wholly ex 
plicable in terms of our little human hypothe- 
sis. We ate “lost in wonder, love and praise” 
as we stand with those eyewitnesses of the in- 


tangibles and imponderables, and in that realm, ~ 


as Pascal once said, “The heart is the best 
theologian”. What on God’s side is revelation 
and event, appears to our all too sense-bound 
minds as miracle. The advent of our Lord into 
this world; His perfect and unimpeachable 
character; His startling teachings in the Sermon 
on the Mount; His atoning death; indeed, His 


-Resurrection,—all these partake of the nature 


of the supernatural, the more than human. And 
these in turn give birth to a new series of 
wonder-events: a new and a redeemed human- 
ity, the emergence of a Community of the Res- 
urrection called the Christian Church; to the 
Christian Lord’s Day; and to a hundred other 
derivative agencies of mercy, whose benefac- 
tions have been accruing to a suffering human- 
ity for almost two thousand years. We repeat: 
Wherever and whenever you really touch Jesus 
Christ and His Gospel, you converge upon the 
divine, the eternal, the supra-human! And at 
the Resurrection of our Lord, God's saving 
activity in history appears at meridian splendor. 
We can only fall to our knees in reverent 
wonder and exclaim with the faith-illumined 
Thomas,—"My Lord and my God!” “Revela- 
tion,” writes Richard’ Niebuhr, “is an event 
in our history which brings rationality and 
wholeness into the confused joys and sorrows 
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of personal existence, and allows us to discei 
order in the brawl of communal histories.” 
Howard J. Chidley recalls a thrilling episoc 
in Andre Mikhelson’s book, “I Came Ow 
Alive.’ The Bolshevists enter a monastery at 
time when it is filled with worshippers. 
this monastery are supposed to repose the hohj 
relics of a saint which the people have held 
in reverent regard for generations. The coffin 
is broken into and nothing is found save 
doll stuffed with shavings and rotted wood 
The confused and deceived people then : 
on the priests, tear down the religious bannefs 
and desecrate that which they formerly held i 
awe. This is the story as it is told to @ 
“enlightened’’ Russian audience by a fiery B 
shevik. The speaker is loudly applauded B 
his audience. He had captivated the crowd 
They are ready to depart when “an old prigs 
ascended the vacant platform. A big cross @ 
gold gleamed on his breast. The people. won 
dered what would happen. Some laughed 
the old man. But the priest uttered only thaeg 
words: “CHRIST IS RISEN!” His voit 
reached every nook of the auditorium. A s@E 
of strange excitement began to spread, and ui 
expected, incomprehensible feeling of ‘rapt 
Half of the audience hooted and laughed. Hal 
responded in chorus: “He is risen indeed! 
“Christ is risen!” the old priest repeated, ti 
time in a powerful, deep, inspired voice. 
seemed as if around his white hair a ligh 
radiated. The hooting and laughter ceas 
“He is risen indeed!” chanted the crowd. ‘Th 
priest lifted up the gleaming cross. “ 
risen!’’ The tall columns of the auditorit 
seemed to tremble. “He is risen indeed!” 4 
sounded the din of the answer.” That puk 
place, about to chant the praise of Marx 4 
Lenin, was rather suddenly and strangely tra 
formed into a Church of the living 
Christ is risen! It is a sovereign fact of hist 
and the human heart, in its truest moments, 
stinctively ratifies that fact: - — 


I A 
_ In the second place, Easter is a comma 
for us to live in the, light of that glori 
fact! As the cow-boy on the Western plai 
who pleaded with the radio station to sot 
“A” so that he might tune his violin, so | 
heightened inspiration of Easter ought to f 
our lives, spiritually speaking, back on cont 
pitch. The early Christians were not con 
to state the merely documentary evidence 
their Lord’s Resurrection. To be sure, 
Paul sets down the facts as follows: “T 
He rose on the third day—that He was st 
by Cephas, then by the Twelve, after that, 
was seen by over five hundred brothers all 
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e, the majority of whom survive to this 
—after that He was seen by James, then 
all the apostles, and finally He was seen by 
self—.” (Cor. 15:4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Moffatt.) 
: this herald is not content to rest there. 
ym the documentary he goes on to make 
eal to the experiental evidence for the Res- 
ection. Revolutionary consequences in the 
-s of the believers attend this mighty belief. 
nce then you have been raised with Christ, 
1 at what is above—for you died, and your 
» is hidden with Christ in God!’ (Col. 
ee2, 3, Moffatt). The evidence -is to be 
nted and sealed in actual lives, actually lived 
day by day before the eyes of fellowmen; 
2s which have here and now risen above the 
ith of sin, selfishness, wordliness! Said 
bettson of Brighton, “A Christian in full 
session of his privileges is a man whose 
y step ought to have in it all the elasticity 
triumph, and whose very look ought to have 
it all the brightness of victory.’ Or, as we 
ve most of us heard the Christian Endeav- 
rs sing. 

“You ask me how I know He lives 

_ He lives within my heart!” 

A sincere preacher of the Gospel has no 
all task before him on an Easter Sunday! 
fore him are apt to be hundreds of people 
0 are only nominally Christian. Their re- 
ion is one of hop, skip and jump. They 
ve no working relationship with the Church. 
2 remembers that the Risen Lord showed 
mself alive after His Resurrection to the 
ieving Christians of His day. And yet, 
nething there is—some innate conviction that 
\d has created men to be immortal—that has 
ght these moderns to worship in a Christ- 
-Church on this day. The soul’s invincible 
mise has asserted itself, and however dimly, 
“men are aware of “authentic tidings of 
isible things.” What is needed in these 
s is to gear the momentary upwelling of the 
‘and instinct’’—as Gladstone called it—into 
living continuum of a believing community 
‘souls such as the Christian Church. The 
ief so tenuously held needs to be welded 
0 a vibrant and dynamic tradition. The 
tary soldier needs to be rounded up and 
ed to the great army of Christ whose as- 
ved task it is to~make the Easter tidings 
ilable to a world so desperately needing 
m. There is.a-revealing sentence in Lloyd 
uglas’ “The Robe’. ‘“The Christians refuse 
do business on the old basis.” How we need 
bear in mind that the Resurrection was not a 
e intellectual luxury to the first Christians! 
was a spiritual battle cry, which rallied them 
the serving ranks of the brethren. This 
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Easter Fact, should it really get hold on us, 

would completely revolutionize our lives! East- 

er is a ringing challenge to live a new life, get 

out of the rut of conventionality, share a Cause , 
and join a Movement! ‘The Christians refuse 

to do business on the old basis.” 


The British Broadcasting Corporation te- 


cently beamed out the epic story of a youthful | 
Christian Missionary, named Alfred Sadd, to 
the listening public. He had done an amazing 
work for the natives in the Cook Islands, 
Samoa, Tahiti, and the New Hebrides. 
vast spaces of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
served as his parish. Then came Pearl Harbor, 
and a warning by the home government to 
evacuate. But Alfred Sadd wrote his superiors 
in the Missionary Task as follows: “Unless I’m 
taken by force, I stay.’ 


The 


> 


Then, with his incor- 
rigible cheerfulness, the thirty-three year old 


Missionary faced the consequences of his de- 


cision to remain. With the coming of the 


Japanese, Sadd was summoned before the local 


commander. Upon arriving at the commandet’s 
headquarters, he found a Union Jack spread 
out in his path so that he would tread on it. 
But on reaching it, he stooped down, took it 
up in his hands, kissed it and then handed it 
to the officer who sat beside the commander. 
Small wonder that the Japanese marvelled at 
him and stared! At the very last, he spoke 


words of encouragement to the doomed men 


with him, and then ‘“‘stood a little in front of 
them so that he would be the first to die. 


When rumors of the end first reached us they 
came with the official announcement that he 
was ‘Missing, believed killed.’” “I took the 
liberty” says the Rev. Norman Goodall, who 
tells the sory, “Of altering this phrase, making 
it read: “Missing, believed immortal. 
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Yes, Easter is a challenge to share a Cause 


and to join a Movement! We Christians are 
to be expendable, twice-born, risen men, who 
from the heart can say: 


“Lead on, O King Eternal, the day of march 
has come; ; 

Hence-forth in fields of conquest, Thy tents 
shall be our home. 

Through days of preparation, Thy grace has 
made us strong, 

And now, O King Eternal, We lift our battle 
song!” 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam well says: “The cov- 


ered wagons have become wings; the pony express 


is the radio; the world is physically one; it must be 
united spiritually. Those who realize this fact are 
the builders of tomorrow.” 


We defeat the enemy by looking unto Jesus, 
the Captain of our Faith! 
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: Text: Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
: by every word that proceedeth out of the 


mouth of God’.—Matthew 4:4. 


Oft’ have I seen at some cathedral door 
A laborer, pausing in the dust and heat, 


Kneel to repeat his paternoster o'er; 
Far off the noises of the world retreat; 
The loud vociferations of the street 
Become an undistinguishable roar. 


‘ ture of a man. who has been laboring 
a during the day, and at its close, as he 
: turns toward home and rest, he steps aside 
jf from the noise and turmoil of life for a mo- 
$ ment of meditation and prayer. The importance 
i of these words for us is not in the details of the 


roar’. 


* keep life going. When the lines of that sonnet - 
q were penned by Longfellow, he was passing 
a through one of the most severe of trials. It 
fe was in the days shortly before the American 
¥ Civil War, and our whole population was in 
‘o the midst of the social and political upheaval 
a which centered around the slavery problem. 
: It had been the misfortune of the poet to lose 
: his wife by a tragic death, and he knew that 
x he must not only keep himself busy, but must 
: find some project upon which to direct his 
a energies which would satisfy his soul. Most 
: of us would have turned to some other sort 
of occupation than that into which he volun- 
4 tarily entered. But he began the translation of 
; Dante’s Divine Comedy from the Italian. 

a Longfellow wrote a sonnet in connection 
3 with each of the various sections of his trans- 
Pp 


pleted that first sonnet of the series: 
So, as I enter here from day to day, 


And leave my burden at this minster gate, 
Kneeling in prayer, and not ashamed to pray, 


The tumult of the time disconsolate 
West Warwick, R. I. 
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NOT BY BREAD ALONE 


WALTER STONE 


Lay down his burden, and with reverent feet 
Enter, and cross himself, and on the floor 


HE words of this sonnet present the pic- 


: age to which they belong nor in the specific 
religious background, but lies rather in the fact 
that the laborer gets some satisfaction from the 
place of worship. He goes where the noises 
of the world become “an undistinguishable 


All of us need something just like that. We 
need either a place or a method whereby we 
may become adjusted to the great forces that 


lation, which, taken together, give a splendid 
4 picture of the story contained within the Divine 
Comedy. Concerning his own work upon that 
literary masterpiece and how he felt about it, 
he wrote the following words which com- 


To inarticulate murmurs dies away, 
While the eternal ages watch and wait. 

To the poet his work of translation was mo 
than a retreat from the noises of the work 
It was a way Of finding companionship wi 
one of the great spirits of the ages, and it v 
a means of nurturing his own soul. 

Whatever may be the means we use 
achieve the purpose, that is exactly what evel 
one of us needs—a place of retreat, and 
method of nourishing our souls. For m 
does not “‘live by bread alone.” And here 
am reminded of the early setting of the 
words, as they were written in the Book 
Deuteronomy. For many, many months 
Israelites had been led in and through ¢h 
wilderness, and had been fed by manna afic 
quails. At a later date, according to the sto 
when they were being given instructions c¢ 
cerning their life in the promised land, 
writer indicates that God had fed them 
the manna in order to show these Israeli 
that “man doth not live by bread only, but 
every word that proceedeth out of the mot 
of the Lord doth man live.” The writer 
Deuteronomy states precisely that the 
“humbled thee, and suffered thee to hung 
and fed thee with manna,” in order to sea 
the enforcement of this lesson. 

Jesus knew how easy it is for any man 
become so engrossed in things that he fails) 
feed his soul. We cannot now enter int¢ 
detailed discussion of the Master’s temptatit 
which surely encompassed more than that i¢ 
alone. But He recalled those words from 
Book of Deuteronomy and used them as 
answer to His first temptation, when Satan ¢ 
fronted Him in the wilderness. In the mind 
the Master, first consideration was not to 
given to the things of sense, but rather 
things of the spirit; and the reason is in 
classic words, “Man shall not live by b 
alone.” 

Those words are true, but with our i 
souls we either do not believe them or else 
do not act upon them. We send our child 
to good schools, and pay heavy taxes that t 
may have an education. But to what p 
Hear what one man had to say to this que 
in the presence of his friends and neighb 
in a town meeting. When the school bud 
was being discussed, and the matter of stipe 
for one of the special subject teachers : 
epee he took exception to that item in 
budget. Music, according to his way of t 
ing, was just a frill which had no relations 
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public school education. “Why do we send 
it boys and girls to school?” asked this man. 
nd then he answered his own question in 
ese words: “So they can learn to make a 
ving. Now most of us would agree that 
usical instruction in the public schools bears 
tle relationship to the making of one’s living. 
ut is that the main purpose of education? 
Just recently there was an item in one of the 
uly papets concerning a woman who felt 
{led upon to contest in court the matter of 
aching religion in the public schools. From 
sf point of -view, she was completely right. 
re professed to be an atheist. But how many 
us profess to be atheists? Do we not be- 
sve that we live by other and less tangible 
atters than machine tools, or slide-rule cal- 
ulations, or gymnastics, or junior proms, or 
ren. facts of history? Yet, year after year 
e send our children to schools where the 
aching of religion is forbidden. How much 
e need right now those words: “Man shall not 
ve by bread alone.” 

Just what is the purpose of education? 
ducation is experience in living. Getting an 
jucation is a process whereby a _ person 
quires experience in living. The educative 
rocess may be going on all through life. The 
urpose of education would seem to be, there- 
wre, to make better persons, more mature 
arsons, who will be better citizens—better 
en and women; it is to teach growing persons 
yw to live better lives. In preparing the 
hool curricula educators should keep in mind 
at “man shall not live by bread alone.” But 
ght now most of our school systems, insofar 
- the unseen values are concerned, stand in 
sed of careful scrutiny. 

Yet, aside from any concern over religious 
aching in our schools, there is ample reason 
yr us to examine the very purpose of educa- 
on. We may well ask the question, “What is 
rong with the attitude that we send our boys 
ud girls to school in order that they may 
arn to make a living?’ Such an attitude often 
scomes self-defeating. If a boy gets a good 
b during his summer vacation, he may want 
remain at that job when fall comes instead 
returning to school. If such a situation 
curs, his father will complain bitterly. His 
andfather, who holds purely mercenary ideas 
yout the purpose of education will be the 
‘st person to condemn the school system, if 
is not able to attract the young lad to itself. 
at why shouldn’t the lad keep working? He 
s been getting an education in order to make 
living! Isn’t he pursuing a logical course of 
tion? ‘There you have the answer to the 
wety as to whether or not he should keep 
orking, but we do not like it. The purpose 
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of education is NOT just to teach boys and 
girls to make a living. 

There ate various ways of making a living, 
some of which are honorable and upright, 
and others which are not. There are some 
methods of earning a living which are quite 
honest and some which are thoroughly dis- 
honest. If learning to make a living were the 
sole purpose of education, we might well com- 
mend the person who can learn to make a 
living dishonestly or through corrupt means. 
How about the gang that robs a bank, and gets 
a haul of fifty or one hundred thousand dol- 
lars? I would call that a substantial living. I 
could manage to subsist on fifty thousand dol- 
lars for a considerable length of time. But 
according to what standard of education can 
that be considered as a fair and honest manner 
by which to make a living? Yet the gentleman 
says we send our children to school so that 
they can learn to make a living! He did not 
sufficiently qualify his words, for that old 
saying still stands: “Man shall not live by 
bread alone.” 

“If of thy wordly goods thou art bereft, 

And of thy slender store two loaves alone 
to thee are left, 

Sell one, and with the dole 

Buy hyacinths to feed thy soul.” 

That is what is wrong with civilization in 
this day. We have learned how to make a 
good loaf of bread, one that is pleasant to eat 
and is also nourishing. Yet we have not yet 
learned to appreciate the hyacinth. This is a 
definite plea for those things which go to make 
up the spiritual life of man. We will spend 
hundreds of dollars for an automobile, and 
wonder how some neighbor can spend a few © 
dollars on a concert seat. We will use a whole 
evening playing bridge, and complain if we 
are asked to spend one hour listening to a 
sermon or even reading a good book. We are 
convinced that we are quite a race of people 
when it comes to producing “‘things,” but we 
have given little or no thought to the “why” 
of their being produced. 

Our civilization must be firmly established on 
the solid foundation of the value of human 
life, and that means something much more 
than the biological life. A cow may live on 
grass and grain; a pig may live on middlings 
and skimmed milk; but man is in a different 
situation. If it is true biologically that we are 
what we eat, it is even more true spiritually. 
The mind and spirit cannot live and thrive on 
a diet made only to satisfy the needs of the 
body. If man is to continue to be MAN, he 
“shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” 
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THE RESURRECTION OF FAIT 


WILL H. MUSTON 


“Then went in also that other disciple which 
came first to the sepulchre, and he saw and 
believed.’’—John 20:8. 


HE first Easter witnessed more than the 
resurrection of Jesus; it witnessed also the 
resurrection of the faith of His followers. 
We do not know why Mary’s faith was so 
weak that she did not recognize her Lord when 
she saw Him in the garden near the tomb. 
But when the Master called her by name, her 
faith was resurrected. Just how our Lord’s 
two friends walked with Him to Emmaus 
without knowing He was the resurrected Christ, 
is a bit puzzling. But when He lifted His 
hands and offered thanks for the food they 
were about to eat, their faith was resurrected. 
Just why Thomas did not believe the testimony 
of the other disciples about seeing the Savior 
alive is mystifying. However, on the next first 
day of the week, when Thomas was present 
with the others and Jesus came in so quietly 
and said, ‘“Thomas, come and place your fingers 
in these nail-prints; and believe;’” Thomas ex- 
claimed, ‘““My Lord, and my God.” Down by 
the sea Jesus appeared and prepared a meal 
for the seven disciples out fishing. 
not know Him until He spoke to them. Then 
their faith was resurrected. 
In every generation there is a prevailing 
question. Whatever this may have been in 


ve past ages, there is one question in the mind 


of every thinking person today: how to extri- 
cate ourselves from the present dilemma, what 
is the way out?”’ This has been asked millions 
of times and almost as many false answers have 
been given. Many are now beginning to 
realize that there is only one way out, and that 
is the way back to God; a return to faith. 

If it be true that after each war there is a 
falling away from faith, it is certainly time now 
that faith be resurrected. Many are writing 
and speaking about the need of a revival. Even 
the President has stated that our greatest de- 
fense is moral and spiritual. Mr. Babson is 
quoted as saying that our nation’s greatest need 
is a revival of faith and a return to God. I 
am beginning to wonder if it is not like Mark 
Twain's story about the weather: everybody 
talking about it but nobody doing anything. 

This situation is a bit alarming. Some of 
the denominations lose a million members in 
twenty-five years. ‘They have not died and 
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They did - 


they have not moved out of the country. The 
are just lost through shifting, carelessness 6 
the part of individuals themselves and churches 
they have gone back into the world. They af 
like the followers of Christ who heard Hit 
all day at Capernium, and when the day 
done they went away to follow Him no mok 
From what we gather of Christ's teaching 
this occasion we conclude that the cause 
their falling away was the lack of faith. The 
followed Him for the loaves and fishes, 4 
when there were no more of these they 
never to follow Him again. At least that v 
said of many of His followers, and those wh 
never again renewed their faith that they migh 
be faithful disciples, were those who “went 
from us because they were not of us.” 
How many average churches have as laggy 
attendance as they did before World War 
Many have done more than simply hold 
own, of course. These are usually in cities aim 
communities where populations have not shifté 
so rapidly; also where the economic situat 
is more stable. But in the average small tow 
and country the state of religion is deplorable 
If we are not in the days the prophets spe 
of when there should come a decided fallif 
away from the faith, then I will not wanti 
see the last days come upon us. 
That the world is weighted with many seri¢ 
and perplexing problems is true; but it 
been likewise true of every generation of 
past. The spiritual, social, moral and econot 
problems of our day are challenging the b 
minds for a solution. Every thinking pers 
knows that the enemy has plugged our we 
of moral stamina, national righteousness, in 
vidual manhood, confidence in one another a 
domestic happiness. These wells have 
stopped by the rubbish of modern thought uf 
the world is thirsting for the Truth that v 
satisfy. Therefore, the perintent question 
the Christian world to answer is: Do we h 
a solution for our problems, and is that solut 
practical and possible? What is the way 0 
Is there no balm in Gilead? Do we kné 
anything that will meet the needs of the wo 
where everything else has failed? Yes, 
revival of faith will do it or there is no ho 
We know this to be true not only from 
stances of the revival of faith in the Bi 
record, but from incidents since Bible ti 
not only because ministers are saying this, k 
because the laymen are sensing it too. 
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The greatest blessing, not only religiously, 
it economically and politically, and in every 
her way that could come to us would be a 
vival of the old-time, simple faith in God 
id His Word. And unless we witness a 
eater demonstration of the resurrection of 
ith than we have seen in the past quarter- 
ntury we will be lost spiritually, and the 
ng-looked-for and much-talked-of revival will 
> considerably delayed. 

If it were not for the “faithful few’ in 
any places in our country today God would 
idoubtedly “send His judgment upon us. 
braham prayed that if a certain number of 
ghteous people could be found in Sodom that 
¢ city would be spared. God heard each of 
braham’s pleas until Abraham lost faith and 
en the city was destroyed. God must be 
mgsuffering to have borne with America 
en—not speaking of many other nations—for 
e have drifted far from the foundations laid 
ith prayer and faith in God and His Word 
y our forefathers. Nevertheless, it may be 
ell to say that the church has not kept pace 
ith our civilization. A great deal of evan- 
lization is going on, but the ratio in’ pro- 
ortion to the increase in population is on the 
scline. Fifty per cent of Americans are iden- 
fied with the churches, but that isn’t great 
tough. One hundred years ago the ratio was 
venty-five out of every hundred. 

I am trying to emphasize that fact that we 
ely need a resurrection of faith,- and that 
ve of the main reasons for lost faith is 
activity. There is not the passion for the 
st that is essential to revival. This inactivity 
1d loss of passion is due to selfishness. People 
ant the Lord’s Day for themselves, they find 
ccuses for not doing their duty, and are con- 
med more in making a living—and even in 
aking more money than they need—than in 
seeking the kingdom of God and His right- 
yusness.”” Industrialism, economic reverses, 
ifting populations may all be blamed for our 
‘esent spiritual lethargy, but simply appraising 
trouble and doing nothing about it will not 
Ive the problem. It looks like God will have 
raise up some flaming evangelists like the 
fesleys, Whitfield, Moody, Spurgeon, or 
eecher. If all of us had enough faith to lay 
ir lives upon the altar today we would find 
way out tomorrow. : 
Some denominations—and many churches in 
| denominations—need to recover the spirit of 
angelism. We need not only be evangelical 
if evangelistic as well. Some people are 
rong on their beliefs but mighty weak on 
ying anything about them. 
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Paganism failed to satisfy man’s needs in 
the ancient world; Catholicism failed in the 
medieval world; modernism and humanism 
failed a few decades ago, so nationalism is 
failing today. The sum total of all these 
together, with all the other isms, can never 
save, serve or satisfy the hungry human heart. 
But there is an old-fashioned plan that has 
met the needs of millions, and it will take 
care of our problems today. That plan is 
evangelism based on the warnings and plead- 
ings of the Holy Book. We Christians—and 
many other earnest people—confidently affirm 
that the promises in that Book are real, and 
that a return to faith is the only hope of the 
world. We believe we should preach it until 
the fortifications-of our enemies have fallen by 
the power of God. We believe it should be 
the central theme of our evangelistic move- 
ment. We believe that we do not need a 
new faith, but a renewed faith in a Great God. 
When Elijah proved God on Mount Carmel 
he rebuilt the old altar. When Nehemiah went 
back to Jerusalem he rebuilt the old walls. 
When Isaac came again to Gerar he re-dug the 
former wells of his father. We do not need 
a new religion, but we do need to reempha- 
size the doctrine of faith. 

We must preach the evidence of God’s real- 
ity, the Providence of God’s history, and the 
Christian confidence in God’s future. Faith 
in God and His Book will repel the tempter; 
it will expel evil; it will impel to ‘action. 
Faith will inform the benighted; it will reform 
the profligate; it will transform the Christian. - 
Faith in the Bible will unveil history; it will 
undo the adversary; it will uncover the future. 
Faith in the Holy Spirit will forget the past; 
it will follow His leadership; it will force 
the battle to the ends of the earth. Faith in 
Jesus will praise the Benefactor; it will raise 
the banner; it will blaze new gospel trails until 
the “knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
eatth as the waters cover the sea.” 

As the disciples of. old believed when they 
saw their resurrected Lord, may modern dis- 
ciples believe, for belief preceded by earnest 
prayer, pursued in simple faith and followed by 
persistent effort, alone can produce the revival 
so much needed in our day and generation. 


Benefactor of Blind Killed 

NEW YORK, Feb. 8 (AP).—Walter G. Holmes, 
84, known as “Uncle Walter’ to the blind in the 
United States and abroad, was killed Thursday in 
a fall from the ninth floor of the Hotel Shelton. A 
native of Jackson, Tenn., and a newspaperman in 
Kansas City and Memphis, Mr. Holmes organized 
the first magazine for the blind in 1906. 


Page 185 


Sas Wie 


Pe eet) te Be 


Tie ee ee 


~ 


° 
> 


tte Cee ee 


ret 
“Vag 


Pcie, ees ie i 


a 


= 


THE FIRST CRY 


EDWIN WYLE 


Text: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” —Luke 
23:34. 


HE whole of the Christian Church has 
‘| Fees upon what is termed the Lenten, 

or Pre-Easter Period, and it is fitting that 
we should, in our weekly studies, concentrate 
upon Calvary, and what more fitted to the 
hour, than a survey of the words written, 
spoken, or fulfilled at Calvary while our Lord 
was actually on the Cross, and with the pur- 
pose in view of a perpetual freshness of life 
that comes from a true knowledge of “Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.” 

In this Bible of ours, written by the pen 
of God, telling the story of four thousand years, 
and reporting the living sayings of more than 
ninety men, only the dying sayings of six are 
even alluded to, and only the dying sayings of 
three out of these, are given in full—Israel, 
Moses and Stephen—the first Israelite, the first 
legislator, the first martyr. But with Jesus it 
is different. Every dying word of His is set 
down with exact minuteness, and set down for 
the purpose of eternal publication. No 
preacher like the dying Christ; no pulpit like 
the Cross; no congregation like that which was 
and ever is around it; no sermon like the 
seven sentences used there! 

In the first of these seven sayings of Christ 
crucified, is a prayer for His crucifiers, “Father, 
forgive them; they know not what they do.” 
Who were they and what were they doing? 
A surging sea of human fury. Eyes, like eyes 
of wild things; white faces, mad faces, laughing 
faces, faces that flash ferocity and hate. And 
from the Cross in that dread hour there fell a 
voice calm and low, yet which was heard above 
all the voices of Jerusalem, heard above all the 
curses of that mob, heard in heaven, heard on 
earth, and is vibrating now, the voice of prayer, 
“FORGIVE.” 

It is in the nature of sin to crucify Christ. 
Whatever its modes, all sin has but one virus 
and one tendency. If you are one of the 
crowd that is now rejecting Christ in Decatur, 
you are doing in principle the very thing that 
those old crucifiers did. 

The Aramaic word which Jesus used is 
well translated by our Saxon word ‘“FOR- 
GIVE.” To forgive a thing is to “forth-give” 
it by your own act and free-will, to give it 
forth from you that it may go clean out from 


South Butler, N.Y. 
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‘day in their souls, and pricked them to 


~ sufficient for these things?” 


you—out of sight and out of mind. Jes 
prayed that the sin of His crucifiers might b 
“forth-given.” Here is the strong Son of Go 
the sinless lover of souls, dying for His en 
mies; and while He is dying for them He 
praying for them. JESUS BEGINS TO US 
HIS OWN CROSS BY SAVING THO! 
WHO HAD NAILED HIM TOIT. And thi 
prayer of love was effectual, for Pentecost fe 
lowed Calvary, and the Holy Spirit turned pri 
into penitence, and enmity into love. For th 
Spirit lighted up the meaning of the Cro 
brought out its force, showed the crucifiet 
what they had been doing, made a judgmef 


heart; then they cried out, ‘men and breth 
what shall we do?” and looking to Him whoa 
they had pierced, were forgiven. 
How much we need this spirit of “forth 
giveness” today. How contentious we are, W 
are far from free of the carnalities of religion 
contention. The first thing we want is true 
total, mutual, out-and-out “forth-giveness.”’ 
voice from heaven is saying, “Be ye kind om 
to another forgiving one another, even as Go 
for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.” If 
obey this voice, this forgiveness is going 
all around. You forgive me, I forgive ye 
individuals forgive individuals; churchés 
churches; denominations, denominations; in th 
name of the living God forward! But whol 


O Jesus of Nazareth, Lamb of God ong 
slain! Look down upon us from Thy thron 
in Heaven; wake us from our apathy, a 
selfishness and self-centered life, bring us 
our senses, steep us in the spirit of Thy 
sion, show us the glory of Thy Cross, let Tht 
mighty love melt our hardness, quell our pride 
and so master us all that each one may forgi 
his brother though seventy times seven he ha 
sinned against him. Lord increase our faith 
Lord, have mercy upon us and incline our heaft 
to keep this law! 

This is the prayer we Christians need 
ptay, so that His prayer may cover us in 
ample folds, and if He must tell us that W 
are ignorant, that ‘“‘we know not what we de 
ask Him to turn our ignorance into knowledg 
The dying Christ prayed for His enemies; th 
glorified Christ lives to make intercession f 
us. —_— 


Isn't is about time Americans outgrew “the big 
gest and the best’? in the world? Let’s be conten 
with “good things’’ and pass the ‘best’ on to 
needy millions in other lands! 


Many a man who complains that his wife ca: 
take a joke, forgets that she took him for bette 
and he got worse. 


The Exposit 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Did you ever sit down in front of your 
lio and turn the knob which selects the sta- 
n you want to hear, so that the little finger 
ved from one end of the dial clear to the 
ler end? 

What happened? If you turned it too fast 
was just a jumble of noise, part loud and 
rt very soft. You weren’t able to understand 
ything you heard at all. It was simply noises 
it meant nothing. 

If you turned the tuning knob slowly you 
ard little snatches of orchestra music, maybe 
band was playing at one place on the dial, 
me one was singing, another person was 
king. Maybe a note or two of pipe organ 
sic came out. It was just a confusion of 


inds of every description and you didn’t 


joy it or profit by it. 

To get something on your radio that is 
th while, you have to do it another way. 
yu don’t turn the dial from one end and to 
> other. You turn it a little bit at a time, 
til some distant station comes in clear. You 
ten to its program until you know whether 
u want to hear it or not. If you don’t, you 
na little more and listen again when some 
ogram comes clearly. Finally you find a 
9gram that you want to listen to and then you 
n the dial one way or the other until the 
ogram comes in loud and clear. Then you 
‘n the other knob which increases or lowers 
> volume of sound until you get it set just 
vere it suits you, and there you let it stay so 
u can enjoy it. 

Don’t you know, little folks, that what 
u do every day and every minute of each 
y is just the same as operating your radio? 
yu really aren’t turning any dials to select a 
ogram you want to hear, but you are choos- 
x, constantly, and the program of your whole 
é depends upon how you work your radio 
, I mean the one inside you. 

If you rush hastily from one end of the 
il to the other, stop for nothing, your life 
Il be just a noisy, confused, senseless thing, 
no worth to you nor to anyone else. You 
n't enjoy it or profit by it yourselves and 
rely no one else will either. 

But if you think about it and decide that you 
nt your life to be like sweet music which 
kes people glad and happy, then you will be 
eful all the time, in how you turn your dials 
d in what you let come out of your loud 
saker. I don’t mean that your mouths are 
ly like loud speakers, but from your mouths 


pril, 1946 


come the program of your heart and only 
by tuning in carefully to the good programs 
the nice, clean and wholesome things of life, 
can we ever hope to keep from being the noisy, 
harsh, confusing jumbles that come out of your 
tadio when you turn the dials fast or thought- 
lessly. ———. 


Pretty But Useless 


I saw a beautiful new automobile the other 
day. It wasn’t one of the old ones that were 
made before the war, so many of which are all 
banged up with broken fenders, caved in 
radiators, worn out paint jobs and thin, worn- 
out tires. This one was brand new and shiny 
and spick and span, and of course after seeing 
so many cats which are just about worn out, 
it looked awfully pretty. 

But there was one thing about that beautiful 
looking car which made it worth even less than 
the old battered up cars made before the war 
started. I saw it where it had stopped along 
the side of a country road, and although it 
looked like a million dollars, as we say, it 
really wasn’t worth anything at all right then, 
for it had run out of gasoline and so couldn’t 
take its owner where he wanted to go. - 

Gasoline, of course, is the fuel which makes 
the engine go. Without fuel or power, neither 
an automobile nor a person can go very far. 
After all why do we have automobiles? Why, 
automobiles are made to help us go places 
where we want to go. Without gas in the tank 
an automobile is no better to go places in than 
a church pew, for instance. It just sits there 
and never moves. So it can’t do the very thing 
it was made to do. Both a car and a person 
have to have power before they can do any- 
thing at all. 

Life is full of many interesting things, many 
foolish things and many things that are hard to 
understand, even for older folks than you. No- 
body understands everything, but most of us 
find it easy to understand that regardless of 
how bright and shiny and clean and pretty a 
car is, when it is new, it isn’t worth anything 
at all unless it does what it was made to do. 

Lots of people, even older ones who should 
know better, have the idea that if their shoes 
are shiny like a mirror and they are washed 
clean enough to shine, and if they wear good 
clothes, like a new automobile, that makes them 
valuable and worthwhile people in the town 
where they live. 

That is not true. Of course one should keep 
clean and dress nicely, but it is of far more 
importance to be good than to look good. It 
is much better to get where you want to go, 
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than to have new clothes and never do anything 
worth while. 

After all the way you dress your hearts 
means more than the way you dress your bodies. 
If your heart is clean and bright it really doesn't 
make a lot of difference what you wear out- 
side. Clean clothes are fine as far as they go. 
The trouble is they can’t go very far, not nearly 
so far as a clean heart and a clean mind, clean 
words and clean thoughts can go. 

I don’t know any finer motto for a boy or a 
girl to take for their very own than that little 
verse from the 51st Psalm. “Create in me a 
clean heart, Oh God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.” Make that your own. Repeat it 
often, for where the heart is clean and the 
spirit is right, life is even more beautiful than 
a brand new car. 


Spring 

It won't be long until winter is gone. The 
warm sun will break through the haze and 
clouds and warm up old Mother Earth and she 


‘will smile for us again. The lovely little Cro- 


cuses will push their gay colored heads up even 
through the last snows of winter, so anxious 
are they to announce the coming of Spring. 
The sleeping, brown trees will wake and soon 
will put on a green dress as the buds burst and 
the leaves begin to grow. “Instead of seeing 


and hearing only the Sparrows and Crows, the - 


Blue Jays and one or two other birds who stay 
with us all through the winter, the bright coats 
and happy songs of the Blue Bird, the Robin, 
the Oriole and later the lovely little warblers, 


. will bring new music and color to make us 


forget the long, cold winter days. 
And we can learn a lot from the birds. 


_ When we see and hear a flock of wild geese 


honking along high overhead, flying north, it 
is supposed to mean that warm weather is near 
and they are on their way to their summer 
homes. The ducks too. They are supposed to 
fly north when spring is on the way, and south 
as winter nears. The poet, Bryant once wrote 
a poem about a duck. He called it, “To a 
Waterfowl.” One verse goes like this— 

He, who, from zone to zone, 

Guides through the boundless sky thy 

certain flight, 

In the long way that I must go alone 

Will guide my steps aright. 

There is one thing we should think about 
when the birds begin to come north to help 
beautify our springtime. We are all God’s 
creatures. Men and women, boys and girls, 
birds and animals are all God’s handiwork. 
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We think, because we are people, that we a 
the most important of God's creatures. Af 
yet we sometimes worry and fret and 4 
uneasy for fear that something is going 
happen to us, that we won't be able to 
for ourselves as we want to; that we will suff 
and be unhappy; that times will be hard 2 
difficult. 

Well, maybe they will be, for we don’t kno 
today what will happen tomorrow. But # 
birds coming north with the spring, bright 
color and singing just for the joy of it, ha 
nothing at all except their feathered coats 2 
their piping voices and yet our Father came 
for them. Why should He not look after 
too? If He guides them on their long flight 
sometimes thousands of miles, why shouldi 
He guide us along our way too? — 

He will if we trust Him, for ours can be aff 
should be the faith of the poet, if we put ¢ 
trust in Him. He who guides the wild bist 
and provides for them will guide and prov 
for us in the same way. Trust Him alway. 
Ask Him to guide you and He will. 


a 


OUTLINES 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D.D. 
Tranquil Faith in Troublous Times 


Know therefore, and understand .. . the st 
shall be built again, and the well, even@ 
troublous times.—Daniel 9:25 (In part)@ 


During the last decade we have frequen 
heard the remark, “Why does not God 
mighty do something about troublous tim 
Which remark is often made with the imp! 
tion that no other age has faced-such an 
tled state. Yet, comparatively speaking, 
sin-stricken and incompleted planet has 
other and proportionately severe strokes < 
human selfishness and destruction; e.g. Daniel 
captivity and trouble. 7 

I. The broad psychology of Revelation di 
closes the fact that we live in a “world in 
making.” The first three chapters of Genesi 
while recognizing the Creative vision as prc 
nouncing “‘all very good;” yet there soon 
lows “subdue and replenish,” along with t 
failure of the individual test as to responsibilit 
and the recognition of man‘as a “free mor: 
agent.” Herein, therefore, lies our answer t 
“Why God does not stop war.’ The mar 
so-called religious wars of past generatior 
show evidence of distorted teaching as to reli; 
ion, and of motives both selfish and politica 
There was a lack of truly Constructive Fait 


The Expo 


II. How constructive faith should be exer- 
ed is impressively revealed by Daniel. (1) 
ere was the upward look toward an im- 
nent Father. The ‘open window” implied 
open soul. (2) There was a frank acknowl- 
gement of sin and imperfection (vs. 5 and 
(3) There was a balanced view of scrip- 
e. The tragic misuse of prophetic texts, 
rally and locally interpreted, has been the 
ise of much confusion and even civil wars. 
) High moral standards of exponents, Daniel 
Geenis friends (Ch) 1:12-17).. (5) An 
ive aggressive faith, later exemplified in the 
rseverance ef Zerubbabel and Nehemiah in 
nging about the fulfillment of this prophecy; 
er concisely expressed by Apostle James— 
aith without works is dead.” 
WI. But Faith, as Christ exemplifies it, is 
vays conditioned upon the will of God which 
derlies the larger cosmic plan of Infinite 
isdom. The sample prayer for all disciples 
prefaced with “Thy Will be done’ and 
idly demonstrated by the Master in the 
urden—‘‘Not my will but thine be done;” 
uich conviction enabled the Speaker to face 
late and His accusers in the court with poise 
d courage (Mark 15:3-5). 


Careless seems the Great Avenger, 
History's pages but record 
One death grapple in the darkness, 
Twixt old systems and the Word. 
' Truth forever on the scaffold; 
Wrong forever on the throne; 
Yet the scaffold sways the future; 
-_ And behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own. 


he Distinctive Light 

f the Christian Home 

odus 10:22,23—‘There was a thick darkness 
in all the land of Egypt... but all the 
children of Israel had light in their dwell- 
megs.” 

This ancient ‘‘black out’ in reverse is sug- 
stive of a contrast which may well disclose 
e distinctive nature of a Christian Home 
day. 

1. That light in the homes of Israel was 
tt merely physical. There was a radiant hope 
‘deliverance by the Jehovah God which 
ompted the light of torch or candle, and 
tich looked toward liberty. The lack of 
rist righteousness in homes of today and the 
< enforcement of discipline has opened the 
y for delinquency, intemperance, and other 
rms of soul bondage. 
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Il. The law of righteousness at once re- 
vealed on Sinai with admonition to teach dili- 
gently” (Deut. 6:7). Later provision for 
“Sabbath Observance”’ reiterated also the place 
of the home as a moulder of citizenship and 
a bulwark of national stability (Deut. 9:18- 
20). 

II. The teaching element in public worship 
is thus early recognized and commanded. The 
“liberty” to which Israel looked was condi- 
tioned upon individual contacts with the un- 
seen spirit of God through family association 
in church and home. A misconception of the 
“four freedoms’’—intimating “freedom of wor- 
ship” is ignorantly construed to mean freedom 
FROM worship; and is responsible for the 
smug indifference to religious practices of mod- 
ern American homes. 


A Nation’s Strength and Influence 

Text: See I have set before you this day, life 
and good ... and the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee, in the land to which thou goest. 
—Deut. 30:15. 


These farewell words of an eminently suc- 
cessful statesman and leader are worthy of 
emphasis in these days of national decline and 
decay. He is offering them “life giving” prin- 
ciples (vs. 20) subject to the personal accept- 
ance of citizens. 

1. Such acceptance implies thought relations 
with the eternal God of all nations. We miss 
this principle in much of modern state craft. 
Too much tariff, and traffic, economics and cur- 
rency. Moses was fully aware of the ‘Higher 
power” that had ungirded forty years of his 
leadership. He could sing “Our Father's God 

. author of liberty.” 

2. Such acceptance implies an upward trend 
in leadership. Generalissimo Chang Kai-chek 
invited missionaries to remain in his domain— 
“They have a great secret . . . and are working 
with us to save our people and build our na- 
tion.” 

3. Such acceptance touches foundation rocks 
of conviction. Goes below superficial, mate- 
rialistic anchorages. 

Not soldier ranks with flags unfurled, 

Not armored ships around the world; 

Not sages wise, nor schools, nor laws— 

But that land is great, which knows the Lord, 

Whose songs are guided by His Word; 

Where justice rules ’twixt man and man; 

Where love controls in art and plan. 
—Alexander Blackburn. 

Truslow Adams writes in American Dream: 
“We can not become a great Democracy by giv- 
ing ourselves up to selfishness, creature com- 
forts and questionable amusements.” 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Doing the Word 


Prov. 14:26. “His children shall have 
refuge.” 
Matt. 19: 13-14. Matt. 25:42. Luke 6:25. 


Matt. 7:2. Mark 4:24. Luke 6: 38. 
Donald E. Davenport, 25, of Seattle, Wash- 


‘ington, who worked on the atomic bomb 


project, and doing post-graduate work at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, couldn’t 
find living quarters for his wife and baby, so 
MIT’s famous president, Dr. Karl T. Compton 
and Mrs. Compton, took them into their home. 
Dr. Compton is a brother of Dr. Arthur H. 
Compton, one of the leading scientists con- 
cerned with the atomic bomb project. 


Made Her Own Choices 
Luke 10:42: “Hath chosen that good part.” 


I made up my mind I was not going to allow 
other people to choose my attitudes for me!”’ 

She was a woman of considerable energy 
whose life had shown a marked improvement 
in spirit during recent months, and someone 
was asking her what had happened. 

“Up until about a year ago I was like a leaf 
blown by the wind. I never chose the direction 
in which my spirit turned,” she said. 
other people do that for me; and they were 
always getting me into trouble... . 

This woman had hit upon one of the most 
important principles of successful living. She 
had become a queen in her own right, for she 
was ruling her own world.—Selected. 


The Prodigal’s Elder Brother 
John 15:25: “His elder son.” 


You will be more than interested, as I was, 
by this quotation from Hansard. Mr. George 
Griffiths was talking in a debate on the coal 
situation, and said the miners were being too 
much criticized and too little praised. 

“Our men in the mines,” he said, ‘are like 
the elder brother of the prodigal son when his 
father came to him and said, “Aren’t you com- 
ing into the concert?’ If you read your Bible 
you will see that what I am saying is true. He 
said, ‘No.’ The prodigal son had squandered 
everything; he had almost brought the old man 
to bankruptcy, but when he came home his 
father killed for him the fatted calf, not merely 
a calf on the farm, but the fatted calf. And 
the elder brother said to his father, ‘You have 
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killed for him the fatted calf, but thou nev 
gavest me a kid.’ He had never had any appt 
ciation, and he had been working long hou 
from dawn until dark, and what he was askit 
for, in a sense, was that his dad should say 
him, ‘Well done’; and his father’s eyes we 
opened, and he said to his son, ‘All that I hay 
is thine.’ If he had said that years before, ¢ 
son would have been far more happy and sat 
fied, and what*I am asking today is this, th 
we should give to the miners, who are doit 
their best, a word of appreciation. That is t 
point I wanted to get over. —“Ezra,” in ¥ 
Methodist Recorder, London, March 2, 194 


Be Still and Know That I Am God 
Isa. 46:9. “... for I am God, and there 
none else; I am God, and there is né 


like me.” 
Matt. 6:24. “Ye cannot serve God 4 
mamon. Mark 12:32. John 8:41. 


“The nation needs a day of absolute silengé 
said Norman Vincent Peale, of Marble G 
legiate Reformed Church, Sunday, March 1 
1946. “So many people talk so much 
cannot hear ourselves think. We need a @ 
without radio programs, newspapers, tél 
phones, and a minimum of conversation. 

“Think what it would mean for just of 
day to hear nothing from any politician, @ 
so-called Communist, Fascist, labor leader% 
industrialist, from any preacher, professor 
radio announcer! 

“Perhaps the peace of God would descef 
on this bewildered earth.” 


The Test of Life 


Ex. 20:2. “I am the Lord thy God .@ 
thou shalt have no other gods.” 
Eze. 34:31. “I am your God saith the Lora 
Psa. 143: 10. “Teach me to do Thy will.” 
Matt. 6:10. “Thy will be done in earth 
in heaven.” 


Moral law, slowly developed by the ag 
of man in actual experience, is the only 
foundation for spiritual progress. God 
Moses the code on which moral law is fo 
ed. It still holds. We cannot improve 0 
it; we can sidestep it to our peril, or we @ 
accept it and seek to understand God's w 
and carry on according to His will. 

“Religion, which insists on morality, the 
is not unprogressive; it is abiding sanity,” s 
Irving Benson in ‘Where to Draw the Line. 
More, “The Commandments are not taboo 
but the fixed points in the voyage of life. Jy 
aS a navigator must be sure of the utter d 


The Eaposite 


De You WUGHl 


To Be Independent at 65 ? 


To Continue Your Care for Your Family in 
Case of Your Death ? 


To Build an Educational Fund for Your 
Children ? 


Money to Pay Your Bills When You Are 
Disabled ? 


You can do any of these things if you can save 


a small amount regularly! 


lets tee nor tated hav yO. UsatiOOW <! 


THE MIMSTERS CHE and CASUALTY UMON 


100 A WEST FRANKLIN 
MINNEAPOLIS 4 MINNESOTA 


Without obligation on my part, tell me how I can— 
@ Protect My Family 
® Build a Retirement Income . 
® Guarantee College Education for My Children 
Present Ages 


® Pay for Sickness or Accident 
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OPEN ONLY TO THOSE PROFESSIONALLY ENGAGED IN RELIGIOUS WORK 
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pendability of the points from which he takes 
his bearings, so we must be sure of some ele- 
mental things in steering life’s course. A sea- 


man may tell you that it is possible to navi- 


gate in rough water by what they call ‘dead 
reckoning.’ Lord Kelvin says that ‘undue trust 
in dead reckoning’ has been responsible for 
more disastrous shipwrecks than all other 
causes put together. Those without fixed points 
may drift into the right way, and go that way; 
they may drift into the wrong way, and go 
that way. Principles only, not opinions, will 
see us through rough waters of life.” Do we 
doubt there is rough water ahead ? 


Dynamite 

Math. “AGSL 7, eoluke” 12s AD One Bile es. 
“IT am the resurrection and the life.” 

Romans 8:6. “To be spiritually minded is 
Life a Core ae 20a. 


Here is a quotation from a recent radio ad- 
dress :— 

“To most people the Church seems to be 
played out. It just doesn’t count. But I won- 
der. I realize as well as anyone of you. how 
tragically inadequate the Church is for the 
tasks of the day, and those that lie ahead. 
I long to see some dynamite put under it. 

“But, behind the scenes, something very sig- 
nificant is beginning to happen—something 
not unlike what happened in those first days 
of Christianity. All over the Christian world, 
people are beginning to question the seeming 
dormancy of the Church; they are working 
toward over-riding the differences of class, and 
denominations.” 

John 12: 24. John 3:3. Eph. 6: 6, “doing 
the will of God from the heart.” No more 
potent factor is known to man, than the story 
of Christ in the Bible, his teachings, his 
prayers, his suffering, his crucifixion, his resur- 
rection, to build anything mankind desires, if 
we will take the message to heart, dedicate our- 
selves to its acceptance and support. God loves 
the world, he made it, he rules it to the good 
of all; he proved this by sending his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to earth to tell us in words and 
manner that we can understand. Played out? 
Doesn't count? No dynamite is needed, be- 
yond the simple acceptance of God’s will in 
our lives, dedicating ourselves to that end. 
God worked wonders through Gideon with a 
few helpers; God is still able to do that. 


New Vision 
Ia.1:14. “The yoke of my transgressions . . 


’) 


“God grant us all, not primarily money, 
honor, security, peace, but more, the grace of 
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God to be found faithful to Christ, to 
zealous in His SERVICE. Then His cry ‘Ii 
finished’ will become a joyful ‘It is begun’ 
better and blessed life, side by side with 
who have gone before us in this. faith, 
to face with our Divine Redeemer! God gf 
us that beginning and that goal for the S: 
our’s sake! Amen!’—W alter Maier. 


From God, Through the Lilies to Mar 
Isa., 40 345-17- 


“The movement of the mind from 
stronger hypothesis to the weaker from 
greater to the less; as when Jesus argued 
the mountainside not from the lilies to Gt 
but from God through the lilies to man, dat 
back into ancient history (Isaiah 540 B. 
and has as its object not to persuade, bu 
replenish! 

“Isaiah hurries us from the majesty of 
power and wisdom behind creation to & 
majesty within history, always in the hope 
strengthening the weak knee and nerving € 
fagged spirit: - 


Look! the nations are like a drop from 
bucket, 

Like the dust on a scale are they counted; 

a 


He lifts up the lands of the earth I} 
grains of sand. 


The forests of Lebanon would not be 
enough, | 
Nor all its wild animals victims enought 
His sacrifice. | 
All the nations are as nothing before Hi 
To be reckoned as naught whateve ! 
“In 40:21-23 | 
It is He that sits enthroned above the c ‘ 
of the earth, so high that its inhabit 
are like grasshoppers! | 
It is He that stretcheth out the heavens i 
gauze, and spreadeth them like a tent 4 

a man to live in; 
That bringeth princes to naught, ) 
That maketh the judges of the earth J 
nothing. 
“On he sweeps from nature and histor 
providence. The bare way things happe 
human life displays the sovereignty of Go 
Paul Scherer in “Event in Eternity.” 


We Who Walk 
Matt. 28:20. “Lo, I am with you alway ..| 
“How shall we stray, with thy hand to dit 

us, 


Thou who the stars in their courses | 
guiding ? 


Begin Your Membership in the 


PULPIT HOOK CLUB 


With Any One of These Recent Selections 


(1) EVENT IN 
ETERNITY 
by Paul Scherer 
$2.00 


The latest, and considered 
by many, greatest work by 
the famous preacher and 
author, making the message 
of Isaiah come alive for us 
and our day. 


(2) PASTORAL 


WORK 
by Andrew W. Blackwood 


$2.00 


The complete and authori- 
tative guide for the minister 
in his many problems of 
pastoral work, especially 
helpful for the new and 
modern problems. 


(3) WHAT JESUS 
WAS LIKE 


by G. Hrnest Thomas 
$2.00 


A brilliant work describing 
the actual physical charac- 
teristics of Jesus—the color 
of his hair, eyes, etc. The 
author goes to the Bible for 
his sources. 


and you will receive FREE as your premium for joining a copy of 


THE WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


by John D. Davis 
Revised and rewritten by Henry Snyder Gehman 


Regular Retail Price, $3.50 


The well-known and universally accepted Davis Bible Dictionary has now been rewritten and 
completely revised. Having long fulfilled a useful purpose for pastors, church workers, stu- 
dents and Bible teachers, this thoroughly revised handbook continues to maintain its tradition 
of sound and conservative scholarship, while yet receiving new life through recent advances 
made in philology, geography, history of the ancient Near East, and Bible criticism. Printed 
on fine, thin paper for compactness and ease of handling, this is the only self-pronouncing 
Bible Dictionary in existence. A work that is accurate, thorough, and authoritative in state- 
meit and content, and unsurpassed in its constructive value to all students and readers 
ot the Bible. i 


OBTAIN THIS MAGNIFICENT $3.50 BOOK 
FREE BY JOINING THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB! 


What Membership in the 
Pulpit Book Club Involves 


Just sign and mail the Membership 
Order Form and you enroll. There 


MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM 


THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB, Great Neck, N. Y. 
Please enroll me in THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB and 


are no fixed sums that you must 
pay as a member, and there are no 
requirements as to purchasing any 
amount of books from the club. You 
simply pay for each book as you 
receive it, and you receive one book 
free with each three selections of the 
Pulpit Book Club that you purchase. 
You may terminate your member- 
ship at any time. You receive a Bul- 
letin each month announcing the 
selection, and if you do not wish to 
have it come to you a form is pro- 
vided on which you may notify us. 
You have absolutely no obligations 
“as a member—you buy the books 
when you want them, and receive 
dividends for those that you do buy! 


April, 1946 


send me FREE as my premium for joining the club THE 
WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE. 


You may begin my membership with Selection No. 


I 

I 

I 

| Se Seer ae ee , for which I enclose $2.00. I am under no obli- 

| gation to purchase any books if I do not choose to do so. 

| You will send THE BULLETIN each month and your 
principal selection unless I inform you to the contrary. I 

| reserve the right to return for full credit within ten days 

| any books that, I purchase from the club. For every three 
principal selections that I purchase I am to receive one 

| book free as a dividend. 

I 
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to His will. 


What shall we fear, with thy power to pro- 


tect us, é 
We who walk forth in thy greatness con- 


fiding ?” 


Consecration of Youth 


Confiding in our Father’s care, 
With hearts rejoicing free, . 
We bring Thee, Lord, in grateful praise, 
All we aspire to be. 


Help us henceforth more worthily 
Thy blessed name to own, 
And in ovr nature’s highest powers 
Thy loving will enthrone. 


To Thee we dedicate our lives, 
Whate’er the toil, the strife,— 

To follow Thee, who art, Thyself, 
The Way, the Truth, the Life! 


Perseverance 
2 Chron. 30:8. 
Lord.” 
Rom, 6:13. “Neither yield ye your members 

unto sin.” “Yield yourselves unto God.” 


"Yield yourselves unto the 


To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield! 
These words, engraved on a cross in a lonely 
spot away in the frozen Southland, marking 
the resting place of Captain Scott and his three 
gallant companions, have lately returned again 
to my mind. What a challenge for us this 
day! 

Tees gave His life to establish the kingdom 
of God on earth, to bring to us the great and 
wonderful reality of sin forgiven and of life 
with God the Father here and now. How 
many of us know something of that life? May- 
hap we are so busy “doing things’ that we 
leave no place for God in our lives. God 
works His will through us. If this is true, 
and we are so busy that we are unaware of 
God, unaware of His Presence, His love, His 
house, His worship service, how do we do HIS 
will? 

Let us put aside our insulation of “busy- 
ness,’ and listen to what God has to say to us. 
Let God speak to you, and then yield yourself 
Thus we too shall strive, seek, 
find; and persevere in the tasks He sets for us. 
—K. R. Every, The Outlook, New Zealand. 


Potentiality 

Matt. 19:26. “With God all things are pos- 
sible.” 

Mark 9:23. “All things are possible to him 


that believeth.” 


Here is a $64.00 word, big and awkward. 
We can understand its meaning though by 
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This 
Easter 


Give 


On 
Wings 


of 
Healing 


ae and Spiritual ae 
For the Baty and the 


This distinguished book, now in its third 
printing, contains prayers, meditations and 
cheer bringing verse for all occasions. Edited 
by John W. Doberstein and illustrated by 
William P. Schoonmaker, it is the ideal gift 
this Easter from a church to its hospitalized 
members or from a member to his relatives — 


and friends. : 


Order from your Bookstore 


Muhlenberg Press 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


thinking about some of the interesting thin 
about us. For instance, let us imagine h 
before us an enormous machine, meant to 
a great work. It just rests there, nothing & 
happening. We need only think of the count 
less war plants, with unimaginable machin 
built to do some great tasks, but they stall 
there, nothing happens. Why? Someone says. 
“because they are not connected!” What 
we mean, not connected,—connected w. 
what? You are quick to answer, “power” 
Of course, we all know what you mean, elet 
tric or steam power to make the parts fat 
tion. Some of them may be turned on, 
far as power goes, they may even be vac 
but still nothing happens. Nothing happens 
until the GO sign is given, and the switch i 
thrown in, meshing the gears, enabling it 
do the work for which it was built. Wha 
did we call it, “potentiality”! - 
All the while the machine is idle, it ha 
the power or potential to do a great thing 
but it needs a touch of life to set it in mo 
tion. y 
At the present time, the whole world 6: 
men is afraid of the potential of the aton 
bomb. Why? Because we have learned it 


The Exposit , 


WHEN YOU PLAN TO BUILD OR REMODEL 


CHURCH-PARSONAGE - SCHOOL 
Your EXPOSITOR Can Serve You Well 


in securing information and suggestions for 
you from the most reliable sources. 


Intelligent selection is the surest basis for }¥ 
economical purchase. 


LEARN ABOUT WHAT YOU CONTEMPLATE BUYING 
BEFORE YOU BUY 


Check the form below for what your needs anticipate and mail it promptly to THE 
Expositor. It costs you less to be informed. Lack of information in choosing building 
materials, equipment, and service may double your costs in the long run. 
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Paint Organ Blower Folding Tables 
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potential. We know what can happen, if a 
touch of life is given to one of these bombs. 
We fear that potential. 

Suppose we forget about being scared, and 
think about other potentials, for instance the 
potential of all the people in this Church un- 
dertaking a work of some kind, a work they 
know is good, God- wants it done, and the 
people know God will show them the way. 
Suppose they decide to do it, knowing that 
God is leading the way. What is the po- 
tential there? Do you think they will win? 

We can think about any work, or any group, 
just as we thought about the machine, know- 
ing that we have the power to do whatever 


yk ANOTHER 
“Bible Visualized” 


EASTER 
Gift 


Life of JOSEPH Visualized 


The pathos and drama of the most fa- 
mous of Old Testament stories is here told in 
the vivid language of 225 pictures, against 
a background of Egyptian splendor... 


The boy who dreamed and suffered, the 
man who created and forgave, brought to 
life in an exciting, compact, 48-page version 
of chapters 30 to 50 in Genesis... 


4 “Joseph Visualized” is for readers of all 
ages. It is a delightful follow-up to the 3 
Lifeof Christ Visualized books (3 for $1.00) 
which translate Bible facts into realistic 
pictures. Address Desk 43. 


35c each, $3.50 dozen 


Order from yourbook- 
store or write us for 
complete catalogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th. and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati. 3;’ Ohio 
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tasks God wants done in this world. Whati 
needed to put that power, or potential, int 
action is a touch of life, someone with visiof 
courage, enthusiasm, to start the work and lea 
the rest. Can such a potential win? O 
course, it can! That is what we are here for 
God put us here to do His will, and He give 
us the power, if we will only use it. 

Are we going to let this great power we p@s 
sess, this enormous potential, just sit here aii 
rust, like the idle machines, ships, airplane’, 
Or, are we going to put on a conversion pf 
gram within our own selves, our hearts 
minds. Instead of being fearful of what ma 
happen, let us take God at His Word and con 
secrate ourselves to the task of doing the thing: 
He wants done. God made us, He knows of 
potential, why not let Him direct it?—d.9 
Huston. 


Non-Attendance 
(Continued from page 171) 


suspension until such a time that he show 
signs of repentance and assumes his obligatiog 
of attending the services. This should be don 
with the full knowledge of the member cob 
cerned—not in a corner as it is usually dofie 
thus leaving the member in blissful ignorant 
—by means of a personal visit of the past 
to the member to explain the reason for @ 
session’s action and how the suspension is# 
be removed. Remember that suspension ¥& 
fuses participation in the Lord’s Supper, B 
does not—emphatically not—forbid attendame 
on service. On the contrary, it requires atten 
dance. It is wonderful what happens! 
Your member is confronted by a challenge 
cost to be a Christian. Admittedly it is ml 
very much, but how much better it is thi 
nothing. This, properly nurtured over ¢ 
years, creates a responsible membership. 
Going a little further, the parish is broke 
into sessional districts. The elder is responsib 
for visiting the families in his district twicé 
year—all the families. After each communi or 
the elder takes the record of the communicam 
in his district. He is responsible for visitif 
those who were absent from communion 4 
ascertaining the reason why. Again, not all@ 
your elders will work at this plan, though @ 
will agree that it should be done. If only fift 
per cent of your elders will do this, is that ne 
more than .00 per cent? | 
The final thing that I suggest is that tH 
sanctuary at the main morning service H 
divided into the number of areas that woul) 
correspond to the number of elders on the se 
(Continued on page 202) - | 
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| PRACTICE OF RELIGION 
‘rederick C. Grant. Macmillan. 271 pp. $2.50. 


iis book, by the Professor of Biblical Theology at 
m Theological Seminary, provides a valuable contri- 
mn toward clearing away the confusion which exists 
he realm of religion. It is not a statement of 
stian- doctrine, nor a history of Christian thought, 
a defense of the Faith. It deals rather with such 
lamental subjects as, “the being and nature of 
His character and activity, the possibility and 
realization of communion with Him, the bases of 
stian ethics.”’ 
ie author seeks to set forth what religion essen- 
y is, and what it means in practice. He states 
is first principle that ‘Religion is life controlled by 
consciousness of God.’ Emphasis is placed on the 
morality it involves and on its intensely personal 
re. Such basic matters as prayer, sin and suffering 
discussed in the light of religion, ‘There is a chapter 
on The Church and Its Doctrines, one on Religion 
The Social Goal, and one on Religion and Immor- 
y. Insisting that ‘Religion must reckon with the 
e of life,” the author presents a clear, modern 


practical description of how its spirit may be 
ied to our daily thinking, relationships and 
ings. 


cause the book treats fundamental truth, because 

timely, and because the situation to which it is 
essed is urgent, it deserves a wide reading. Its 
fulness is enhanced by an appendix with notes 
index.—Teunis E. Gouwens. 


TICE AND THE SOCIAL ORDER 
mil Brunner, Translated by Mary Hottinger. Harper. 
op. $3.00. 


this book the noted Swiss theologian, associate of 
Barth and author of The Theology of Crisis and 
r books, makes a valuable contribution to the 
ion of one of the most urgent problems of our 
Justice is on nearly every man’s tongue and it 
ccognized as a requisite for the proper settlement 
ibor disputes and for the establishment of lasting 
B. 
he systematic perversion of wrong into right and 
- into wrong” is not of recent origin, but it has 
me acute today in the theories and practices of 
totalitarian state. Mankind demands justice, for 
put it human society cannot Jong endure. A new 
d must be built, but the first essential for its 
istruction is the application of justice. But if this 
ity is to be exercised, there must be a clear 
rstanding of what it involves. 
justice is giving to each his due, such questions as 
- arise: what is due man as man, and what 1s 
each man in his own particular sphere? It is 
rent at once that, while in some respects all 
are equal, in others they are not. Beginning with 
belief that ‘All action must proceed from know!I- 
” the author devotes Part I of his work to a 
ssion of Principles, and Part II to the application 
hese principles to various departments of life 
as the political order, the home, economic rela- 
hips and international law and peace. Justice is 
ult, but not impossible, and those who are striving 
t will find in this book much help. 
ere is an appendix with explanatory notes and 
idex.—Teunis HE. Gouwens. 
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The WAY 
the TRUTH | 
and the LIFE 


By Glenn Clark 


Here is a book of effective aid to 
Christian living. Dr. Clark, author of 
I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes teveals the 
prayers and parables of Jesus to be a 
complete guide for day-by-day living. 
He helps the reader to realize that Jesus 
is not just a pattern, but an instructor, 
whose words, if properly understood, 
may be taken as exact directions for 
joyous Christian living. “Here is a 
deeply Christ-centered book.’ —Samuel 
Shoemaker. $1.50 


FOUNDATIONS 


for 
RECONSTRUCTION 


Elton Trueblood 


A clear and courageous statement 
by the author of The Predicament of 
Modern Man of the ethical necessities 
for building an enduring moral order. 
Ideal for use in preaching on the Ten 


Commandments. ‘A timely and striking 
message for this time of crisis.’ —Rufus 
M. Jones. $1.00 
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JUDSON KEYSTONE PRIMARY DEPT. MANUAL 
By Hazel A. Lewis. Judson Press. Quarterly. 

This is a very valuable edition to an already helpful 
course. It is written chiefly for the Primary Depart- 
ment officers. It contains worship services for the 
department, inter-group activities. It makes correction 
of work so much easier. The manual gives at a glance 
the courses for each year showing purpose, material for 
each session, pictures, songs, activities. It adds sugges- 
tions for home co-operation and weekday experiences. 
It is a complete program for Primary children in the 
church. The foregoing comments were made by a primary 
superintendent now using the manual.—C. F. Banning. 


THE BOOKS OF THE LAW 
By Walter G. Williams. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 60c. 
THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 


By Montgomery J. Shroyer. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
60c. Two Volumes in the series “A Guide For Bible 
Readers” edited by Harris Franklin Rall. 

Nearly every minister has persons coming to him 
from time to time, asking for help in understanding the 
Bible as they read it. They do not want books about 
the Bible so much as they want some guide in reading 
the Book itself. To fill this need, Dr. Rall, of Garrett, 
has edited eight volumes dealing with the Bible and 
giving some background as well as instruction for the 
lay-reader. The series should be a very popular one 
and will be welcomed by many people, because it fills 
a need that has become an increasing one in the last 
years. 

The general plan is to divide the books into chapters 
with suggested readings in the particular section of 
the Bible under discussion. There is enough explana- 
tion given to help people understand the Scriptures, 
and at the end of each chapter there is a suggested 
assignment of written work for the student who wants 
to go farther. This is also a help for any teacher who 
would like to conduct a course and use these little 
volumes as his textbook. ; 

Both Dr. Williams of the Iliff School of Theology in 
Denver, and Dr. Shroyer of Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Maryland, have done first-rate jobs. They 
have assumed the modern approach and yet have not 
made it obnoxious to the most conservative of readers. 
They give just enough information to enlighten the 
Scriptures, and they have limited themselves so that 
it is the Bible which claims and receives the chief 
attention of the reader. 

I foresee a wide use of these volumes and many 
people will recommend them to their friends when they 
have looked at them. Dr. Rall’s rules for Bible read- 
ing in his Preface are helpful and io the point—Gerald 
Kennedy. 


THE TRINITY AND CHRISTIAN DEVOTION 
By Charles W. Lowry. Harper & Brothers. 162 pp. $1.50. 


Once again the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, the Rt. Rey. Henry St. George Tucker, 
and. the late Archbishop of Canterbury, William 
Temple, have made the Church in general indebted to 
them for a thought-provoking and deeply spiritual book 
for Lenten reading. The author, the rector of All 
Saint’s Church, Chevy Chase, Washington, D.C. has 
labored long and profoundly on this most central and 
baffling of Christian doctrines and has given utterance 
in modern language to the validity and reality of our 
whole Gospel. 

In six chapters Dr. Lowry has explored the meaning 
of doctrine and devotion, the Trinitarian character of 
the Christian religion, and the implications and signifi- 
cance of our faith in the Triune God. This is a book 
to be read carefully and to be inwardly digested, and 


Page 198 


George A. Buttrick 


In CHRIST AND MAN’S DILEMMA th 
distinguished author of PRAYER. strips the 
mask from the falsities of our day — false 
knowledge, false standards, false dreams 
and offers a heartening revelation of th 
truth that can set men free. 


With keen insight and illuminating phr 
he analyzes our fundamental human quand 
—our awareness of the ignorance, wicked 
ness, and mortality which have brought u: 
to the edge of chaos, yet our impotence ©} 
ourselves to overcome them. With burnin 
urgency he sets forth our only hope of escap- 
ing this dilemma — the God-given resolution 
in Christ. ; $2 9 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE i 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY * NASHVILLE 2, TEN 


. . 


that without haste. 


isters and lay people alike as they seek to unde 
the faith once delivered to the saints. 

Each chapter is prefaced with a page of choice a 
tations gleaned from poet, philosopher, and saint 
bygone years. In addition, each chapter is wis 
diversified with quotations and references to ma 
books and facts, the whole of which makes for in 
and insight. i 

One cannot but be impressed by the argument of t 
book, together with those presented by St. Athanasiu 
THE INCARNATION OF THE WORD OF GOD a 
Robert H. Beaven in IN HIM IS LIFE, that 
Christianity has missed something fundamental 8 
dynamic by side-stepping for a generation the d 
of the trinity. Certainly Dr. Lowry convinces | 
reader that the Christian’s philosophy for good wo 
must be geared to the acceptance and understand 
of Jesus as more than mere man, in fact as a 
Scriptures and the Church across 19 countries 
declared Him to be, the Word Incarnate, the S 
God who took upon Himself the form of a serva 
To read this book will be to enlarge one’s faith 
Christ and one’s confidence in God.—John W. McKek 


It will restore confidence to “ 


THE INCARNATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
By St. Athanasius. Macmillan. 96 pp. $1.50. : 
It is refreshing to read this little treatise on a gr 
theme, by a great little man of long ago, in this t 
when so many of the values of our contemporary wo 
are in apparent flux and dissolution. 
In a manner to suggest divine providence it 
significant to note the appearance of this book on 
incarnation of Jesus Christ at the same time as 


(Continued on page 202) 
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lid- Week S uggestions 


alvation 


gan: “Lenten Supplication”—Dittrich. 
vocation: “Oh, praise Jehovah, all ye 
ns; laud Him, all ye peoples. For His 
g kindness is great toward us; and the 
of Jehovah endureth forever.’ 

yn. “Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult.” 
alm: 3, responsively. 

ymin: ““Thé Old Rugged Cross.” 

ripture: I Sam. 11: 1-15; 16: 1-25; Luke 
-80. ‘Titus 2: 11-15. 

ymn.: “The Lord My Shepherd Is.” 


tor; Titus 2:11. “For the grace of God that 
eth salvation hath appeared to all men.” ‘““To 
of us, salvation is such a pious word,’ writes 
Scherer, in Event in Eternity, chap. 4, which he 
“The God Who Would Be Man.” He tells us 
in Isaiah 2, the divine purpose of redemption is 
essity which seems one with the very fabric of 
3, occasioned by the paradoxical nature of God, 
man; he calls attention to deliverance medi- 
through Cyrus (chap. 40-48; then direct from 
(chap. 49-55) the “Arm of the Lord” is made 
and Israel itself becomes in His hand the instru- 
and the object of His Providence. 


nhold Niebuhr says, “Salvation is not incredible 
r generation, it just seems irrelevant.’ Largely, 
sts Dr. Scherer, because we have no understand- 
f what it means. Some identify it with going to 
n, when to the masses of mankind the present is 
90 entrancing to worry about the afterwhile; 
will take it when it comes: There is something 
some in this attitude toward futures. “But sal- 
1 is not to be regarded as having a great deal to 
ith futures, except quite casually,’ says Dr. 
=r. Down at the root of it, it means having 
enough to move about in. Strangely enough, 
interestingly enough, it is the Jebens-raum of 
. they made so much in Germany, the idea that 
nation has a kind of inherent right to its own 

We might add, that every individual has a 
to his place too, deserves scope enough to live 
s powers at their best, not hemmed in, pushed 
in a corner. (Internment camps). 


ow when it is God Almighty who makes the 
yements for such clearance, such space, you have 
the Bible means by salvation. I wish we could 
aber that every time we come across the word, 
inderstand somewhat better the need of it in our 
. Religion, and salvation, are not narrow, pious, 
ted; they are the opposite, they are the release 
slavery, they are the road out into the sun! A 
al of obstacles, spiritual and material, to the 
g of the Kingdom of God! (Read Isa. 55:1-3, 
We see God as human, endowed with man’s 
; Salvation lies in accepting the fact that God 
stant, changeless, loving, forgiving. (Picture 
teaching, praying, arrested, beaten, crowned 
thorns, crucified, but constant in love and for- 
ss), He brought salvation to earth, by giving 
sicture of God, which we can gtasp. 


mn: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor.” 
tyer and Benediction. 
gan; “March in G’— Clare. 
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* MEMORIALS 

* DONOR TABLETS 
*HONOR ROLLS 

* TESTIMONIALS 
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BRONZE 
TABLETS 


Now your Church may 
pay a lasting tribute to 
its members who served 
in the armed forces— 
with an Honor’ Roll 
plaque of solid Bronze. 
The style illustrated is 
but one of the many dis- 
tinective and _ beautiful 
tablets designed by our 
mastercraftsmen. 

A free full-size drawing of 
the tablet desired will be 
made on request upon re- 
ceipt of your requirements. 
Send for illustrated cata- 
log, to Dept. TE. 


UNITED STATES BRONZE 
SIGN CO., Inc. 


570 Broadway, New York 12, N. Y. 


e 510 hymns familiar 
and precious, tested 
new material. 


® 67 Scripture read- 
ings for every season; 
also Introits, Benedic- 
tions, Lord’s Prayer 
andApostles’ Creed;a 
complete service book. 


© Fullindexes of Top- 
ics, Authors, Com- 
posers, Titles, First 
Lines, Tunes, etc. 

® Descants to estab- 
lished tunes—a pop- 
ular feature. 

© Tarnish-proof lac- 
quered cloth binding, 
reinforced and gold 
stamped,tinted edges. 


e Full orchestration. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL 


Write for a sample of this distinguished book, 
which has brought new life and vigor to thou- 
sands of churches. See for yourself its surpas- 
sing worth and usefulness. 


Meets the Needs of Every Church 


Adopted by 27 Denominations in 48 states and 
other lands. Satisfies every spiritual need, meets 
every musical requirement. Lacquered cloth 
binding, gold stamped; $75.00 a 100, not prepaid. 


SAMPLE ON REQUEST. Write name and 
address on margin. Clip and mail for return- 
able sample. Give Church and Denomination. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892. 


only the bestia a hooks COMPANY 


5701-D6 West Lake Street, Chicago 44, Ill. 
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Your Wants.......-.---eeeeeeeee 
We Have Everything You Want In 


+ STENCIL DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES; Stencils, 
Inks, Pads, Lettering Guides, Styli, Tracing Scopes, 
Bulletin Designs, Long Reach Staplers, Paper 


4 Cutters, Impression Rollers, Typewriter Platens 

ry with Instructions to put in typewriter. — JUST 

EVERYTHING. Literature Free. 

4 PRINTOMATIC SELF-FEEDING Rotary Stencil 

> Post Card Printers—$9.50 Complete. Printomatic 

Stencils $1.50 for 24. 

| SPECIAL: Sample Quire of $3.50 EXCEL-ALL 
Stencils $2.97 Prepaid—IF you tell us your Wants 

> AND Name your Duplicator. $3.25 Letter Size 

q $2.76. 


WE ARE NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR 
PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS AND OFFICE SIZE 
DUPLICATORS. Write— 


Pittsburgh Typewriter Supply Co. 


336B2 FOURTH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 
VAVav AV AV AV AV aAV 


VaVavav av av &~ 


WRITE FOR 
CATALOG 


THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
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es 


PERFECT FITA 
UNSURPASSEDBE 


Cy 


BENTLE 


w  Indivi 1 
THE SANITARY" cacvcs, CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


NEW! EASTER PROGRAM 


IN 2 x 2 CATHEDRAL KODACHROMES 
38 Slides } me On BINDERS .- - is $22.30 
BOARD MOUNTS -. 18.50 
COMPLETE WITH PROGRAM GUIDE 
Write today for free descriptive circulars 
BOND SLIDE CO., INC. 


Dept. Ex., 68 W. Washington, Chicago 2 


BAPTISMAL FONTS 


In richly carved wood or beautiful colored marble. 
Especially suitable for memorial gifts. Complete 
selection of designs from $62.50 upward. 


Write for catalogue and price list 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 100, Scranton 2, Pa. 
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II. Displaced Persons 


Organ: “Meditation” —Leybach. ) 
Invocation: “According to Thy nameé 
Lord, so is Thy praise unto the ends of 


earth.” 

Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 

Psalm: 56, responsively. 

Hymn: ‘Beneath the Cross of Je 

Scripture: Ezra chapters 1, 2, 
22: 21-24. Matt. 24-25. 

Hymn: “O Perfect Life of Love.” 

Pastor: “I was a stranger . . .”” The philosoph 
life, which Jesus taught, is not concerned with 
turns” on money invested. Jesus did not deal» 
rules of social conduct. He dealt with principle 
life, not yesterday, today, this hour, but LIFE it 
viewed from God's point of view. Too many 6 
endow God with our own definitions of: things; 
are so busy trying to make God fit into our own 
terns that we cannot hear God, when He tries 6 
us what He thinks about all this. 

The command to take the stranger in still Re 
God is changeless, and His love for His creature 
changeless. Dr. J. B. Baker, York, Pa., give 
simple, everyday reasons for every Christian cai 
out this command: 1. Because we may be fil 
Christ into our homes and hearts; 2. Because wé 
be entertaining an angel, or one who may bec 
an angel through our ministrations; 3. Because ser 
another in need, obeying God's command, shal 


sus. 
eel Ye 


stranger receiving it. It builds a story in our spit 
mansion. 

Today our thought of “the stranger in need” is 
so much the person who calls at our door; it is 
stranger in the community; the city; somewhér 
the state; or in our great land; or in another] 
It does not make any difference to God in His 
for man, whether we serve personally in heali 
wounds of others; or whether we appoint som 
more capable than we are to do it, while we ff 
at home to do the appointed task. What matte 
that we feed the hungry, nurse the sick, and héa 
maimed. Strangers? Yes! Mayhap the stranger 
former enemy, but let us remember that God d 
say anything about friends, nor allies. 


Hymn: “When I Survey the Wond 
Cross.” 
Prayer: (For strength to forget outta 


and our patterns of fitness and gain, in git 
our all to carry out God's will in caring’ 
the sick, the starving, the cold.) 
Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ, I Glor} 
Benediction. | 
Organ: “Jubilate Deo”—Si/ver. 


Ill. The Palm Sunday Scene 


Organ: “Hosannah’”—Faualks. 

Invocation: ““O send out thy light am 
truth; let them lead me; let them brin 
unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.’ 

Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 

Psalm: 4A, responsively. 

Hymn: “Ride on! Ride on in Majesty. 

Scripture: Psalm 47. Matt. 21: 1-11, 


The Expo 


ymn: “All Glory, Laud, and ‘Honot.” 


stor: “All the city was moved.” Matt. 
LO. 


“sus Was a strange man, set apart from all others. 
ie Palm Sunday scene, we see him as one who 
ined reverence for the past with belief in the 
e. He came riding into the city on “a colt the 
of an ass’ that prophecy might be fulfilled, 
ifying himself in every way possible with Israel's 
ry, yet looking into the future, confident of 


11 the city was moved.”” Many have the power to 
a certain section of a populace; none to stir the 
e, except by something which has reference to 
x relations of soul, conscience, salvation. Jesus 
d “all the city” through his bearing, moral 
sty, divine insight and compassion. None save 
dreamer and earth shaker, has so moved man- 
— yes, on His way to the cross, but as no other 
eld to the central purpose of His life, to draw 
nen to Him, to win salvation for all men— 
el Russell, in “Devotions for Men.” 


ymn: ‘We Sing the Praise of Him... .” 
ayer: (For steadfastness in purpose, to 
1 out His will for ourselves, our com- 
ity, our Nation.) 

ymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 
enediction. 


rgan: ‘Jubilate Deo’ —Silver. 


Go Quickly 


rgan: “Cristo Trionfante’’—Yon. 
wocation: “Seek ye the Lord, while He 
be found. Call ye upon Him while He is 


ymin: “Come ye Faithful, Raise the 


n. 

jalm: 40, responsively. 
yn: “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts.” 
yipture: Isa. 33: 20-22. Matt. 28: 1-20. 
eel9: 41-42; 20:.1-14. 

ymn: “Jerusalem, The Golden... . 


Stor: “Go quickly, and tell his disciples that he 
en from the dead.” The faithful watchers at the 
ichre in the garden were the ones first to hear the 
» of the risen Christ. He called them by name, 
they knew Him, we are told of the scene in the 
sn on that first resurrection morning in simple 
ls, as most great and vital things come into our 

While the women in the garden were trying to 
tstand the miracle that had come to pass, the 
| bade them to ‘‘go quickly, and tell his disciples 
he is risen from the dead.” The greatest news 
to be known on earth was imparted to those who 
*d in the garden where Jesus had been laid; 
were told to “go quickly, and tell it’ to others 
ng for it. This is still our task today. The word 
fe eternal is not something that we can keep to 
Ives; it is something that must be shared with 
en. God is the father of all men; Life in Christ 
r all men. 


yom: “Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

tayer: (For dedication to the greatest 
lege offered to man, to spread the words 
fe among all people, in our own neighbor- 


” 
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uicited CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog’ con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


Planning Church Buildings 


A book of plans, exterior designs and interior views 
of churches to cost from $35,000 to $800,000 
64 pages 9% x 12, 130 cuts 


THE BUREAU OF ARCHITECTURE 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
Price $2.00 


This new‘‘Song Book of the Nation” 
isthe unsurpassed all-purpose book 


for every service and every need. 


TABERNACLE HYMNS 


NuMBER FOUR : 

Gratifies all with new songs, old favorites, 
choruses, instrumental numbers, Scripture 
readings, full topical indexes and low-priced 
comprehensive orchestrations. ¥ Send for 
sample copy and you will realize its high 
quality and true spiritual power. | Regular 
cloth binding, present low price, only 
$60.00 a 100, not prepaid. 

Mail coupon for returnable sample. See the 
power of this book for aid in winning souls 


TABERNACLE 


Pus isninc CoMPANY 


322-D6 North Waller Avenue Chicago 44, Til. 


Gentlemen: Please send returnable sample of 


CLE HYMNS NUMBER FOUR. 
ea nae song books for our church and 


expect to buy about (date) 


Name 


Address > 7H 


Iam oO Pastor, C Supt., or. 
Church and 
Denomination 


Total bs 
Membership. 


Add. 


Pastor ——— 


SUPPORT THE PUBLICATIONS 
YOU WANT CONTINUED 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 


squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


oS 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL GIFT PLATES 


W. L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc. 
32 LAFAYETTE STREET —‘enu/uciorers, C 


NEW YORK 13. 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & €0., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


497 BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 4 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 
Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
New York City 


* SRE SNE 
HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 


516 Fifth Avenue 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 
FREE to Ministers 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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hood, our villages, towns, cities, and t 
lands.) ; 
Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection!” 7 


Benediction. ; 
Organ: ‘The Strife is O’ er’ —Lward-Seé 


Books 
(Continued from page 1 98) 


publication of two other books, IN HIM IS LIFE 
Robert H. Beaven, reviewed earlier in the EXPOSIT 
and THE TRINITY AND CHRISTIAN DEVOTION 
Charles W. Lowry, reviewed in this issue. It We 
seem that the times have demanded a special consi 
ation of this tremendous phase of Christian fa 
Certainly these three books will provide thorough 
masterly guidance in thinking through this basic do@ 
of our faith. 

Most preachers and many laymen have heard 
Athanasius for his part in the historic controversies 
the deity of Christ, and invariably we have held 
doughty defender of the faith in great esteem Bi 
little mingled with fear and trembling. It will ™ 
pleasant and revealing experience, therefore, to7y 
first hand one of his famous works and to discove 
magnanimity of spirit, its simple dignity of thon 
its maturity and grasp of the central truths of 
Gospel. It is still true that the great souls of hi 
particularly of the Christian Church, are the & 
that see simply and deeply, that feel eloquently 
without bitterness, and that speak fearlessly yet k 
according to the truth that is in them. So will 
reader rejoice to find Athanasius. : 

The book is enhanced by the introduction by € 
Lewis, author of “‘Screwtape Letters,” etc., and b 
brief life of Athanasius. It deserves a wide reé 
and will prove a valuable volume for any B 
library —John W. McKelvey. 


Non-Attendance 
(Continued from page 196) 


sion. Each elder becomes familiar with 
who sit in his section. Your regular mem 
sit in the same place every time. He is able 
spot the visitor and greet him in the name 
the church, get his name and address and Ot 
information for the benefit of the pastor. | 
is also able to see and greet the member ¥ 
does not come regularly. In this way | 
sanctuary is covered every Sabbath mo 
by the elders. 
Here is concrete, tangible work your dd 
can do. Here is a definite challenge, a r 
sibility thrown at your people. One fae 
a member of the Presbyterian Church in g 
standing without assuming the responsibil 
of such a position. People do respond to ¢ 
lenge; they will not respond to coddling. 

_ Try this with your session at your next 
sional meeting. See what support the 
will give you on such a program. Rem 
that you eat a rare beefsteak a little at a 
to get the full flavor. To eat it in one 
makes you sick. Do not pour everythin 


The Expos 


on your session. The men will get scared, 
‘ally if they have not been doing anything 
he past one hundred years. But they are 
_men and they will respond to something 
ite that can show results. 

murch attendance is a crucial problem today. 
disciplined steps will achieve a solution. 


of Life 

tinued from page 166) 

€ means of expiation. Just how the death 
hrist constitutes Him as such the Apostle 
not explain. The fact that Christ by His 
1 did make amends for man’s guilt, how- 
is the essence of the good news about 
tion. 

Christ’s sacrificial work of extinguishing 
for man the dominant principle is the 
cation of God’s justice. ‘This was to 
ynstrate the justice of God in view of the 
that sins previously committed during the 
of God's forbearance had been passed 
~ (Rom. 3:25b—Moffatt.) It was, as 
states, necessary for God to show His un- 
ging attitude toward sin. He had been for 
periods patient and gracious; penalty had 
inflicted only now and then. In the death 
hrist, however, God finally, definitely tre- 
d that He was not heedless of sin. 
ndication of the righteousness of God is 
er to the question: What is the meaning 
1¢ cross? The attribute of justice as well 
e attribute of mercy belongs to the divine 
cter. A sacrifice was necessary owing to 
s disobedience. God’s honor was at stake; 
st on the cross sustained it, satisfied this 
1. But it did more than that; it is the 
s of salvation for man. Charles R. Erdman 
‘ively expresses this idea when he says: 
2 who accepts the crucified Saviour as his 
really submits to the divine sentence upon 
he becomes right with God. He is de- 
d to be just; and God who thus justifies 
ts is shown to be just.” 

ie doctrine of justification by faith has 
sties which are beyond our reach. At the 
of—the atonement—there are unsounded 
is. But there is no doubt that as a man 
his eyes to that hill far away on which 
stands a cross, he realizes that a burden 
ing lifted from his soul and that he is 
ag into right relations with God, in whom 
is peace, power, life more abundant, here 
hereafter. 


er Parade 

tinued from page 164) 

s about his doubts. He may have no 
ince that the personality shall endure be- 


ul, 1946 


GOWNS 
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Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 
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Quality Materials, Dependable Service 


Send a Postal Today for Your First FREE Copy of 
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mons and the like. It offers free classified advertising 
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Oo you. 


The copies will be punched to fit a loose leaf binder 
as you will want to make a permanent record of these 
monthly issues. 


There is no charge. Just ask to have your name 
olaced on our regular mailing list. 


H. WILBUR POLSON 


Printed Supplies for Churches and Pastors 
2400-B N. Twelfth St., Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin 
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FREE CHURCH TABLET DESIGNS 
5 Write us today for 
free 48 page cata- 
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150 illustrated sug 
gestions for soli 
bronze tablets — war 
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rolls, markers, donor 
tablets, etc- Ask for 


catalog X 
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INTERNATIONAL 36 EAST 22nd ST. 
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LIMITED SUPPLY NOW AVAILABLE FOR EARLY DELIVERY 
Form Fitting Upholstered Back and Seat 
Rubber Feet 
WRITE FOR DETAILS 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 89, Scranton 2, Pa. 
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FOR SEASONAL AND GENERAL USE 
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DESIGNS SUBMITTED ON REQUEST 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 500, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog,samples on request. 
ungiy, State your needs, name of 
eha Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
ity) & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. 
We allow for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. C, Scranton 2, Pa. 


Page 204 


% 


yond the grave; but neither has he assuta 
that it does not. The truth is that most of 
whatever our professed skepticism, are um 
to disbelieve. Something in our deepest nat 
rejects the belief that a man dies as a wi 
dies, to mingle his physical elements with 
dust and be no more. We may claim -to 
willing that, when we have breathed our 
breath and the pulsing engine of the heart 
stopped, we shall be henceforth nothing; 
we do not believe it will be so. In heaven; 
hell, as the makers of the creeds have picty 
them, we may have little interest, but im 
hearts we know that something lies beyond 
grave. 

“On the same night in which he was 
trayed the Lord Jesus took bread and bles 
it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Ti 
eat, this is my body which is broken for ye 
That was on this day, Thursday, the day bef 
the crucifixion. Jesus had gathered his twe 
intimate companions together for.a last su 
and farewell before his death. Then came 
night in the garden of Gethsemane, the af 
the hasty trial, condemnation and death. 

Looking back upon these scenes, one 
think there were no such thing as pity iff 
human heart, as one contemplating some of 
deeds of men today might think that mea 
monsters. Remembering that these samé 
ciples who took the bread and the cup & 
his hand and pledged him their dea 
loyalty fled in fear and left him to face} 
tormentors alone, one might think that all 
are cowards and traitors. And when the € 
was reared and, between two thieves, he 
dying in agony, the crowd laughed and jee 
and one might be tempted to believe thai 
Christ died to save men, he died for that W 
was not worth the saving, and that 
nature is altogether contemptible and vile 

But who will doubt that in the crowd 
jeered the dying Jesus there were many 
like the Roman soldier, were touched to 
heart and whose jeers, as they heard the wa 
“Father forgive them, for they know not 
they do,” were turned to prayers as they 
“Truly this was the Son of God.” 

No, it will not be the preacher's sef 
nor the choir’s song, nor the ritual and f 
of ecclesiastical parade that will lift the 
of the multitude to God: but somethin 
themselves, God’s own witness in their sou 
conviction of their own immortal destiny 
haunts them and compels them from the € 
to the grave. 

And that is why the churches, for one 
in the year, will resound with the voices 0 
crowd om Easter Day. 

“What went ye out for to see?”-Matt. 
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ake the divinely inspired and eternal Word 

God the sole basis for all your Sunday 
hool teaching. Use STANDARD’S lessons 
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° The following letter was received 
from a man in Puerto Rico: 


e ‘‘For some time | have had a standing order for 100 copies of 
THE UPPER ROOM (in Spanish), and have been giving a copy to 
each of my companions where | work. Several weeks ago | made 
up my mind to discontinue this, because | felt that they did not 
appreciate the value of that which | found so helpful, and because 
it entailed the sacrifice of a part of a very limited income. | 


e ‘After the letter was written, cancelling the order, | kept thinking 
of it, and something within me seemed fo tell me that | had acted 
too hastily. | felt a deep sorrow, which one feels when he commences 
a good work and then gives it up. About this time the shipment of 
the 100 copies for the next quarter arrived, as my letter had not 
been received in time to cancel the order for this shipment. My soul 
experienced great joy and at once | made up my mind to continue 
the work which | had begun. Please continue to send me the 100 
copies forever. The seed of the Gospel has to be sown in the hearts 
of men.”’ 


¢ Throughout the world, The Upper Room is sowing—and 
nurturing—the seed of the Gospel in the hearts of men. 
Give it a chance and it will help you reap a harvest, 
: wherever you may be. 
The April-May-June issue is now ready for mailing. Send your order today. English and Spanish 
editions, 10 or more to one address, 5 cents per copy, postpaid. Single yearly subscriptions in 


U.S., Canada and Latin America, 30 cents, postpaid; four years, $1.00. Other countries, 
40 cents; four years, $1.35. Envelopes for remailing $1.00 per 100. Order from 


THE UPPER ROOM 
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